HIGHTSTOWN

NEW Z

HISTORICAL

:q"-r-““

EAST WINDSOR

\,A,_, JERSEY

SociETy NEWS

SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER 2001

HISTORY OF THE HIGHTSTOWN-EAST WINDSOR HISTORICAL SOCIETY

he Hightstown-East Windsor

Historical Society will be cel-
ebrating its 30* Anniversary, at the
Society's lleaclquarters, the Ely House,
located 164 North Main Street,
Hightstown, on Scpteml)er 23, 2001,
from 2-5 p.m.

The Society has accomplisl'led much

in 30 years. The fouowing are some of

the highlights of the past 30 years:

The Hightstown-East Windsor His-
torical Society was founded in 1971, on
the initiative of the Junior Friday Club,
under the direction of Hazel Zirkle.
During Hightstown's celebration of its
250* Anniversary, the Club felt it was

time to organize a historical society and

"CALENDAR OF
EVENTS

SEPTEMBER
10 7:30 p.m., Business Meeting, Sara
Hutchinson West Educational Center

OCTOBER
1 7:30 p.m,, Business Meeting, Sara
Hutchinson West Educational Center

10 7:30 p.m. - PowerPoint presentation on
the History of the First United Methodist
Church of Hightstown, held at the First
United Methodist Church
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muscum. Eighty-four residents at-
tended the historical society’s planning

meetings on May 23, 1971.

The first dinner meeting and instal-
lation of officers of the Society was held
November 21, 1971, at the Coach and
Four Restaurant. The first president of
the Society was A]phaeus Albert, Vice
President-Richard Lee, Recording Sec-
retary-Hazel Zirkle, Corresponding Sec-
retary- Mrs. Everett Swift, Treasurer-
Mrs. V. Ro]oert Carson, Jr.

On June 21, 1974, the Society
ljoug}l’c the house that it now uses as its
headquarters, the Ely House, for
$40,000. The Society managed to raise
the $10,000 down payment throug]’l

{-undraisers, inclutling an “1850’s Ball”.
Several local families purchased furni-
ture from the Huldah Ely estate for the
Society to display in its new heac]quar—
ters. Among the Purc]:xases made were a
mallogany drop-lea{ table presen‘cly lo-
cated in the clining room, and a four
poster bed with a rope spring trundle bed
presently in one bedroom. Other do-

nated ﬂu‘nisllings include a mal'logany
Sheraton table of the 1820s, Ogee

Clock of the 1830, and an organ pat-
ented and built in the 1840's, and four

James Marlatt portraits.

This Greek revival stylc house dates
from ca. 1850. The house has a large
entrance extending through the house.

Continued on page 2

THE ORIGINS OF THE
UNIVERSALIST CHURCH OF HIGHTSTOWN

by Richard S. Hutchinson
Continued from May-June 2001 Issue

he Rev. T. Fiske...had an ap

pointment in Hightstown in
the ear]y part of August, 1830. Other
engagements preventing {ulfilment, per-
sonaﬂy, he [Fislee] sent Rev. W.L.
Hawley. This wamlerer, a convert from
the Methodists in Kentucliy, had some
difficulty in reaching Hightstown from
Princeton; but, either because he was
Ileeclless O{ expense or l:)ecause he COLL](].
not get a]ong on easier terms, he hired a
coach and four horses for his purpose.
The vehicle was one of the yellow—]aocl
ied stages used in that day, and my in-

{:ormant, though a mere lad at the time,
well remembers seeing it pressing anng
the row of cedars leacling to the house of
Col. ]ohnes, where the meeting was to

be hel&....The date for the session of our

Association approached I knew no one

in Princeton — and so, as Standing
Cletk, I assumed the responsﬂnhty of
changmg the appointment to

Hightstown — notifying whom it
might concern, that the session would

be held at the house of Samuel C.
]ohnes...ReV. J.S. Hiﬂyer had an

Continued on page o)

Septemeer - Ocroser 2001



Pace?2

Continued from page 1

On the north side of the hall is a large
“double Parlor" suitable for large meet-
ings. On the south side of the hall are
two smaller rooms and a large kitchen
in the rear Comp]eting the first floor.
On the 2nd floor are five l)edrooms, 2 of
which are still unfinished. The home
has excellent woodwork, original floor-
boards of random width pine, “grainecl”
doors and many fireplaces throughou‘c
the rooms. There are gquare pegged oak
beams in the attic.

It is believed that Abner Reed built
the house. James M. Cubberly purchased
the house in 1849 at a sheriff's sale for
non-payment of taxes. Cul:]:)erly was
director and cashier in the Central Jer-
sey Bank that once stood next door on
the now vacant lot on the corner of
North Main Street and Bank Street.
James Cubberly died in the house in
1889 and left the house to his daugh-
ter, Anna Cubberly Jemison Rogers, who
was married in the house as were mem-
bers of the Ely family. Anna apparently
rented the house out, as in the early
1900's, it served as a boarding house .

At one time there was a dentist’s office

in the baclz of the cloul)le parlor.

J0TH ANNIVERSARY

Three different families lived in the
house before the Elys laought it. In
1917, Joseph J. Ely bought the house
and at least two generations of Ely fam-
ﬂy lived there. Another Ely, named
Joseph, also a prominent attorney, was
father of Huldah and her brothers and
sisters. Miss Huldah Ely never married
and was a schoolteacher in High’cs’cown,
teaching second grade. She maintained
the house all alone for many years be-
fore her death.

After the Society purcllased the Ely
House, many of its 311 members began
Volunteering to rehabilitate the house.
Volunteers spent the next five years
scraping, painting, and plastering. It
wasn't until the fall of 1979 that much
of the work was done downstairs and
ready for the open house.

Many open houses featuring histori-
cal exhibits were held at Ely House dur-
ing the 1970’s to interest the commu-
nity in giving contributions toward fur-
ther rehabilitation of the house. The
main fundraiser in the early years was
the annual Doll Show with the first show
being held in April of 1977, and the 16%

e The Girl Seout
Gold Award

community,

SOCIETY’S OCTOBER PROGRAM SET

n Octo]oer 10, 2001, at 7:30PM, at the First United Methoclist
Church on Stockton Street, Hightstown, the Hightstown-East
Windsor Historical Society will present a program given by Miss Sara DiCecco.

award challenge the ].'l.igl‘l school Girl Scout to excel in many areas. In order to
obtain this awarcl, tl'ley must give of their time and make a commitment to the
Gitl Scout Promise and Law through their significant accomplishments to the

Miss DiCecco will give a Power Point
presentation entitlecl, “From Tavern
to Reconstruction: The History of tlle
First United Methodist Church of
Hightstown.”

Miss DiCecco has researched this
project toward o]:)taining her Gixl

Scout Gold Award, which is the high-
est award in Girl Scouting. The re-
quirements necessary to earn this
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and final show, being held in May 1992,

The Society's current fundraiser is
the historical house tour in Hightstown,
which it SpOMSOrs every other year. Our
first tour took place on Qctober 14,
1990, and today, this continues to be a
successful fundraiser for the Society due
to the large participation of the local

community.

On Octo]:)er 3, 1990, tlle Society
had the remaining “frcight station,” of
the Camden & Aml)oy Railroad, moved
from the Coca Cola (Minute Maid),
Summit Street property, t]'lrouglu the
middle of Higl]tstown to the back of the
Ely House property. Coca-Cola paid
$40,000 to have it moved because the
company needed the property on which
the freight station stood. It took nine
years to renovate the freight station for
the Society’s museum and library hold-

ings.

The freight station, originally built
in 1869, stood on Railroad Avenue. It
was moved by locomotive to Summit
Street in 191 7, near Mercer Street. In
1910, the Pennsylvania Railroad puz-
chased six acres of land south of Sum-
mit Street and it was in this area that
the ﬁeigh’c station was moved and leng’ch-
ened to 130 feet. When it was moved
to the Ely House property in 1990, only
the old original section of 80 feet was
moved to the site. In mid-April 1995,
the first substantial construction worl
on the {reigh’c station, since the perma-
nent foundation was comp]eted in 1991,

was Legun.

With the laequest from the execu-
tors of the Sara Hutchinson West es-
tate, the Society received $27(),000.
This sum of money made it possible for
the Society to refurbish the f‘reight sta-
tion, build a dec]e, attach an enclosed
exhibit area to the Ely House and put
new wood iding on the exterior of the

Ely House. When all the work was com-

Continued on page 3
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pleted, the f‘reight station was dedicated and named the Sara Hutchinson West
Educational Center. This celebration took place October 3, 1999. Housed inside
the newly refurhished structure is a museum and li}Jrary, rest rooms and a small
kitchenette; all wheel chair accessible. The lmi]cling is now used lJy children for
programs, for school tours, and used by several community organizations for meet-
ings. Outside the Luilcling is an original iron railroad crossing sign refurhished for
the Society 1)y the Lions Club. Also, on the site are several “sleeper" stones, which
supported the rails, upon which ran the famous "Jo]]n Bull” engine.

Continued ﬁam page 2

The first issue of the new format of the present “Historical Society News” was
September 1991. Richard Hutchinson, a long time member of the Society, has
been the recent editor of the newsletter and has won numerous national awards for
our very own newsletter. On October 28, 1995, the League of Historical Societ-
ies of New Jersey awarded the newsletter first place in the state. The Society's
newsletter continued to win honors annuaﬂy since then in the National Genea-
logical Society’s newsletter competition, which culminated in 2000 with the
Society's newsletter being awarded the First Place Award in the national competi-

tion.

On September 20, 1995, the double parlor in Ely House, then used as our
meeting room, was dedicated to the memory of Ben and Catherine Hernwall,
active members of the Society, when their estate left funds to the Society. With
these monies, the floors were sanded and refinished clownstairs, Jcl’le rooms £resl‘11y

painted, and new draperies and blinds were purchased l)y the Society.

In May of 1996, members of the Society were active in sponsoring the 275%
Anniversary of Hightstown in conjunction with the Borough of Hightstown.
Members also invited 70 clubs and organizations to come together to participate in
the celebration of the 100-year-old Peddie Bridge on Ward Street. For the occa-
sion, the Society created a fashion show of old clothing through the ages.

In May of 1996, the Society was instrumental in the discovery and recovery of
a time capsule justin time for the town's celebration. This “Time Capsule” had
been hidden and forgo’cten in the wall surrounding the lake in Higlqtstown in the
1920's. Over 300 interested guests came to Ely House to see the old photographs
and other valuables recovered from the time capsule. After viewing the contents,
the Society then returned the “Time Capsu]e" into the wall with new material for
future generations. Since then, the Socicty has discovered the location of several
other time capsules buried within our community and has recovered some of them.

In 1998, the kitchen in Ely House was updated with new cabinets, new
countertops, and new ﬂooring, malzing the kitchen more {unctional, after receiv-
ing a grant of $10,000 from the State for the construction work..

The Society meets the first Monday of each month from September to June
at 7:30 p.m. Meetings are open to the public and new members are always wel-
come to come to the meetings and are encouraged to join. Family memljers}u'p is
$25 per year. The Society librarian and museum chairmen are usually on hand
Tuesday evenings at 7:30 p.m., or the facility can be used ]Jy appointment.
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HIGHTSTOWN  EAST WINDSOR
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Hightstown, New Jersey
founded 1971

609-371-9580

To educate, while preserving for
future generations, our people and
our community's history.

Ediror, Richard S. Hutchinson

+20 9 PDoes
Officers for 2001-2002

Craig Cox (609-448-3322) ...ocomrvcrrmmmercsmcssesrcns President
Julie Ely Yice-President
Charles Stults, III ... wnssmnses ReCOPAing Secretary
Shirley Olsen........... ...... Corresponding Secretary
Frank Brennan, Jr. .. eeosmemsessimens Treasurer

Comymittee Chairs

Frank Brennan, Jr. (609-375-7958) ...

Marion Rock (609-448-1589) ......... .. Grounds

Kate Middleton (609-448-5347) .........cuocccusunn. Library

Dale Grubb (609-448-4495) ........................ Membership

Julie Ely (609-448-3155) ovevcnemmsrerersce s Museum

Harold C. Cox, Jr. (609-448-0037) .................. Programs
and

Nancy Laudenberger (609-443-6536) ..oovroreene. Programs

Bud Perrine (609-448-1376) .......ocecoccnccne.... Proparty
and

Warren Olsen (609-448-8388) — 7.

Peggy Brennan (609-395-7958) .......... Publications

Meg Kibble (609-448-3108) .......comrrrcvsrens Publicity
and

Shirley Qlsen (£09-448-8388) .............ooccovn.. PubMicity

Building Committee
Frank Breanan, Jr.
Dr. Harold C. Cox
Suzann Fallon
Lois Groendyke
Willis Hancock
Shirley Olsen
Warren Olsen

Typeset by Cori Hutchinson Quinlan

Quinlan Processing 609-888-4028
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Scenes from the Society
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. Outer door deck and breeze-way connecting the Ely House to
the Sara Hutchinson West Educational Center as it appeared in

i ; ' , e g /1 1999 dedication.

Ely House, 164 North Main Street, Hightstown
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s Some of the many members who help during th

; , 2001-2002 Officers from left to vight - Frank Brennan, Judy Ely, Craig Cox and
Estelle Craig at the Society’s 1994 Doll Show. . - ‘ A ’ o

ette Lt 1esoctelys 4 Dolt Shox Lois Groendyke. This is one of the Iast photos take of Lois before her death,
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12 June 1879 - Miss Elizabeth
Dorsett - The funeral services over the
remains of Miss Elizabeth Dorsett in the
Baptist church of Miclclletown, New Jer-
scy, yester&ay morning ... was Legun
by the Rev. E.J. Foote ... “She barely
had her existence here. There was not a
regret or a sorrowful thought in any
Christian mind, under the larigll‘c sun-
shine of last Sabbath morning, when it
was announced to us that Aunt Betsey
had gone up to Worship in the l:eauty of
holiness. She was 102 years old, less 15
clays, having been born June 185, 1777,
as is undeniai’)]y attested ]3y the record
in the family Bible, inscribed in her
father’s own hand. She was cradled amid
the clangor of war. She was one year
old at the battle of Monmout}x, and her
infant eyes may have grazecl on the red
coats of the enemy as they passed through
Middletown. The Rev. Abel Morgan
preacl‘led in this church on the morning
of the battle. It has been said that she
saw and conversed with Washington.
This is pro])ably not true, t}lough she
was 12, years old when he was inaugu-
rated as President ..."”

Among the many relatives in the
congregation was ex-Gov. ]oseph Dorsett
Bedle. His mother, Mrs. Thomas 1.
Bedle, who was present with her hus-
band, and whose golc]en wec]cling was
described in The Sun two years and a half
ago, is a niece of Miss Dorsett. In the
little graveyarcI near the old Dorsett
homesteacl, where Aunt Betsey, as she
was called l)y her friends and relatives
alike, lived, lie buried five ]oseph
Dorsetts, fathers and sons of five gden-
erations. All substantial farmers of
Monmouth County. The first came
from the Bermuda Islands having emi-
gratccl thither from Eng]ancl in order to
enjoy, without persecution or annoyance,
his Baptist faith. The last was an only
brother of Gov. Bedle's mother. He died
when a young man without having been
married. Gov. Bedle named his son Jo-
seph Dorsett Bedle. Miss Dorsett was a
cousin of Gerit Dorsett Wall, United

HiGHTSTOWN-EAST WINDSOR HisTORICAL SocETY NEWS

AUNT BETSEY DORSETT

States Senator from New Jersey, whose
claughter married the late Gov. Peter D.
Vroom of the same State. Only two
more direct descendants of the Dorset
family are to be buried in the little grave-
yard, and then it will be closed. The
church in which Miss Dorsett was chris-
tene&, and from which she was lauried,
was founded in 1688. For many years
she lived with Miss Nancy Dozsett, the
sister of Mrs. Thomas 1. Bedle. Twenty
years ago, when she was 82 years of age,
she went to live with her niece, Mrs. Ezra
Oshorn. In the course of time, Mrs.
QOshorn and her hushand died at a ripe
age, and after that she continued to live
with her two grancl nieces, their cl'xilclren,
until her death. She was twenty years
of agde when her niece, Mrs. Ezra
Qshorn, was born. She saw her mar-
ried, was at her golden Wefl(].ing, and at-

tended her {unera], t]aoug]'l she lived to
]3e 79 years of age.

Tlle O]lly l’eliCS O{ her Cl’lilcl}lOOd now
in existence are a singing book copiecl in
ink ljy her mother, and a valentine which
Sl]e received Wllen Sl’le was 12 ycars O]d.
The valentine is an e]aborately folded
paper, on which several hearts in red ink
are represented as piercecl with darts.
Impassione& verses are illustrated with
pictures of clouds, houses, and trees, all
}Jeing very cleverly drawn, though appar-
ently lny an amateur, in colored inks. A
large red heart, in red inle, was so drawn
on the outside of the valentine that it
was necessarily broken when the missive
was opened. Attention is drawn to this
fact by a couplet inside. When Miss
Dorsett received this valentine she was
teased so much about it that she wept
ninety years ago.

Among the stories told of Miss
Dorsett’s father in the viﬂage, is one that
just before she was born some Tories
entered his house and made him pris-
oner. In such haste were t}ley that they
would not wait to let him get his l)at,
which, however, was thrown after him
hy a woman who was attending his wife.

PaGES

He was brought to New York and locked
up in the old Sugar House prison. It is
further related that a wea]thy resident
of Red Bank, three miles away, had three
sons who were on terms of intimacy with
some Biritish officers. He was a friend
of her {ather, and told his sons tllat un-
less tlley could procure his release he
would disinherit them. Soon afterward
he was set ashore beyond Biritish lines
on Sandy Hook, whence he made his
way, after a narrow escape from l)eing
shot ]:)y an American picleet, to his home,
and then for the first time greetecl his

child.

When Miss Dorsett’s grand nephew
was elected Governor, his picture in an
illustrated j ournal was shown to her. She
recognizecl it, though her sight was fail-
ing her. Her remark was that Joseph was
always a nice bhoy, and now he'd been
made Governor.

Thoug}l in her later years Miss
Dorsett’s sigl'lt and }Jearing were imper-
fect, she retained her reason to the last.
When on her centennial Lirt}lday many
presents were Lrouglﬂ: to her she said that
one t}xing had been forgot’cen. That was
a pair of spectacles that would enable to
sce them. She died painless]y, of the

slow wasting away of her vitality.
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Continued )[rom page 1

ment there for June 24, 1832. [Here
Ely again writes a note - “I was at that
meeting. J.J.E.”] It would seem, too,
that 1 had some correspondence with
Hightstown friends — for on Friday
fonowing the Association, Richard
Norton and James G. Ely accompanied
me to Joms River....Qur gatl'xerings for
pul)]ic WOTS]’lip were in private houses —
partly of choice, for we had learned that
our most glowing religious experience
was in private dweHings, school- houses,
& etc; and partly of necessity, for appll-
cation for the use of ‘con-
secrated grouncl was re-
fused — Ly no one more
tartly than by Rev.
Symmes C. Henry of
Cranberry.

In Dec., 1831, Mz
Salmon C. Buﬂzeley (who
afterward entered our
ministry) took charge of

the Cedar Grove School. K
He boarded at Richard Ly
Norton's, and there he
preached his  first
sermon. ..Monday
evening, May 13, 1833,
there was a Universalist
ga’cl‘lering in Higl'ltstown,
and next day Rev. TJ. Sawyer, Andrews
Hillyer, Moore and Tllornas, and several
1aymen, were taken l)y Richard Norton
and Samuel C. Jo]]nes to Toms River,
where we had a sermon in the evening
—and on Wednesclay four sermons were
preached in Potter's Meeting-House,
Good Luck. On the same day we erected
a tomb-stone in memory ofa goocl man.
The stone, prepared in Norwalk, Conn.,
had been forwarded to Hightstown, and
was thence carried to its destination in
the wagon of Col. Johnes. [More on this
latcr.]

In Sept, 1833, in the old Method-
ist meeting-l‘louse that stood on the bank
of the mill pond in Milford, Rev. Mr.
Bull, a Methodist clergyman, made a

vehement and violent assault on Uni-
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UNIVERSALIST CHURCH

versalism. Mr. Buﬂzeley took notes of
both the tirade and argument, and on
Monday afternoon, Sept. 16, I reviewed
the assailant...The great gathering of
people was in the orchard of Col Johnes.
Extemporized seats and benches, and
trees and surrounding carriages filled
with an interested auditory, were enough,
it would seem, to quiclzen the occupant
of the wagon-pu]pit into searching
thought; and it is doubtful whether any
neigh})orhoo& incident has been more
vividly preserved among the traditions

The Umversahst Church Hzghtstown with the parsonage in the back-
ground, which was demolished to make way for the "old" Post Office.
Photo taken prior to 1910.”

of that region...O{'ten in memory have
[ stood in the midst of that orchard-
scene, and considered what would pro]a-
a}le have been the result, had an aver-
age pastor or preacher of our order been
settled at that time in Hightstown as his
centre. Many influential men and fami-
lies who afterwards (by social consider-
ations chiefly) connected themselves
with the orthodox congregations, were
with us, at least in sympa’chy, and even
now are not far from the lzingclom of
heaven; and the young people, as tl:ley
grew into maturity, found a religious
home among their kindred according to
the ﬂesh...Many of them have pased
into the communion of worshippers on
].'ligh. Of the few who remain, there can

be nothing invidious in naming John C

Ward.

Jan. 5, 1834, John Meirs and
Samuel C. Jo}lnes furnished both con-
veyance and company to Potter’s
Church... In March, 1834, the Baptist
Church, ciesiring to erect a new brick
meeting-house, sold the old frame build-
ing. It was Lought Ly the elder Dr.
Mcc}lesney, who passecl it into the hands
of the Universalists, and Major Cook
presentecl them a desirable io’c, to which
it was removed, fitted up neatly, and
c],edlcated anew, August 10, 1835.. The
Baptists.. suppose& the
ol(l }nnlcllng 115.(1 lJeen
l)ought for service as a

l:rarn, and were not

pleased that it should be
held forth })y

Universalists...It seemed
almost a desecration of
the ancient edifice. Men
of most acidity deplore&
that it had not been run
into the mill-pond, (a de-
structive Laptism,) or
put to the l)aptism of fire.

ere were persons, how-
ever, of more catholic
moulcl, who had the faith
to see, and the manliness
to aclznowlec[ge that there might be value
in even a Universalist Church in the vil-
lage.

James G. Ely departed this life Nov.
15, 1835, aged thirty-five years. He was
one of my companjons on my first pil-
grimage to Good Luck...Joseph J. Ely,
Esq...though ‘nervously affected,” and
therefore unfitted for oral cliscussion, was
a vigorous controversialist with the pen,
and had more than usual resources in self-
education, extensive reacli_ng and a reten-
tive memory--as must be conceded loy all
who have read his numerous essays and
letters, on a variety of subjects and on
many occasions, even until now.

Rev. J. H. Gihon preached in
Hightstown. His engagement one half
Continued on page 7
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UNIVERSALIST CHURCH
Continued from page O

in Hightstown and the other half at New Egypt and New Brunswick...He eked out
a livelihood l)y teaching school in Cedar Grove...Until the Spring of 1838 the
Universalists of Hightstown and vicinity seem to have been held together Ly...social
affinities, without any formal recognition— a defect remedied, April 6, 1839, by
the regular organization of the Universalist Society.

In the close of May 1844, Rev. Thomas J. Whitcomb (Wi’lose daughters are
particularly remembered for their musical a]ailities) hecame pastor, and continued
until August, lS4f()...FoHowing the removal of Mr. W}litcoml), there was no settled
pastor in Hightstown for twenty months...On Apri] 1, 1848, Rev, Asher Moore
took c}mrge [in Hightstown]. There was an increase in the congregation, in both
numbers and vitaiity...})ut the support of public worsllip, as before, depenc].ecl mainly
on the standards. One of tllese, Samuel C. ]ol’lnes, died July 30, 1848, agecl {ifty-
eigl‘lt years. A seemingly slight accident with a farm-fork cleveloped tetanus and
death. He was unclers‘canclingly and religiously a Universalist, uprig}lt in demeanor
and strong in influence.. January 23, 1851, Mr. Moore’s two sons came to a sad
end. The elder lad broke through the ice of a miﬂ-poncl: The younger went to his
rescue, and both perisl‘lecl...A&er a pastorate of three and a half years, Mr. Moore
relinquished charge, Oct. 1851, and resort was had, as before, to temporary ar-
rangements for pulpit ministry.

Two children of Richard Norton, being at school in the Clinton Liberal Insti-
tute, formed the acquaintance of a Universalist young 1ac1y, recent]y a gracluate in
that seminary — which acquaintance resulted in her acceptance of an invitation to
take charge of the Cedar Grove School. She came Oct., 1851, and remained
seven months, teaching two terms, having her home in Richard Nortons
family...The name of Clara Barton has since been sounded in all the civilized
world, as one of the ministering angels of humanit’y.
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In Memoriam

During the past few months, the
Society has lost two of its long-stand-
ing members; Estelle Craig and Lois
Groendyke. Both of these members
were early supporters of the Society,
and continued to be so through the
years, always working for the Society's
future. As many of you know, Lois was
the Society's Comesponding Secretary.
What you may not know is that she held
this position for over twenty years.
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Join today, become Annual Membership Application (January - December)l

Home Phone Number:

1
a member! D Individual [I Family D Booster/Patron D Sustaining
Individual Membership Natme:
$20.00 '
Address:
Family Membership
$25.00 City: State:

Zip:

Booster/Patron Membership
$40.00

Sustaining Membership

HicHrsTown-East Winpsor HistoricaL SoceTy News

Please mail the completed application, along with a check made
payable to the Hightstown-East Windsot Historical Society to:
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Kindness Expressed At Time Of Need, Not Forgotten

5 October 1905 - Those who assisted S. Hinman Bird, the Princeton student, was seriously injurecl in the recent
automobile accident l‘lere, in which his chau{'feur, Robert L. Kidd was kiued, will long remember the remarkable evidences of
gratitude and generosity displayed by the young man and his family. Last week John G. Scheible, proprietor of the Railroad
Hotel, where Bird remained from the day of the accident until he was able to be taken home, received a costly loving cup upon

which is engravecl this inscription:

"John G. Scheible From Sarah R. and Charles T. Cook
In Kind Remembrance of His Kind Attention To Their Son,
Singleton Hinman Bircl, When Dangerously Injured In An Auto-
mobile Wreck At Hig}ltstown, New Jersey, Septeml)er 19, 1905.”

The cup is of silver, very massive and of beautiful tl]oug}l plain Llesign, and was mac].e ]Jy TiHany & Co., of New Yorle, of
which concern Mr. Cook is president. The cup was accompanied by a letter in which Mz, and Mrs. Cook expressed their
gratitucle for Mr. Scheible’s kindness and thoughtfulness. After the accident the latter gave up an entire floor of the hotel to
Mr. Bird and his family and attendants, and personaﬂy superintenclecl the preparation of all the food given to the injured man.

This week Mr. Scheible received from Mr. Cook a case containing four watches for presentation to those who were first
on the scene of the accident and rendered immediate assistance. Three gold watches were given to Samuel Ely Gordon,
Harry Taylor and Samuel McClue, and a silver one to William Paxton. All the watches are very handsome and valuable and are
attached to costly chains and all were made ]:)y the TiHany Co. On each is engrave(l the recipient’s name and the following

nscription:
“In Grateful Remembrance Of His Services To Singleton Hinman Bird 1905"
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