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GENERAL MEETING
TO BE AT
- MEADOW LAKES

The Society's next general meeting
will be held at 7:30 P.M. on Monday,
September 20, in the auditorium at
Meadow Lakes Retirement Community.
Past president David Martin will speak
abour Clara Barton's experiences as a
school teacher in East Windsor in the
year 1851-52.  Miss Barton, who was
still not settled on her life's goals, came
to East Windsor to live with her friends
in the Norton lamily, and was ten years
away from achieving her fame as a
nurse during the Civil War. Most of
her biographies do not say much about
her stay in East Windsor, even though
much information is available through
her own writings and local recollec-
uons. Dr. Marun, who is the Archivist
at The Peddie Schaol, is preparing a
booklet for publication on the subject.
The program will run less than an
hour, and refreshments will be served.
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CALENDAR of EVENTS
SEPTEMBER
13 Executive Committee (7:30)
20 General Meeting (7:30 at
Meadow Lakes

OCTOBER
4 Executive Commuitee (7:30)
23 Train Show at Hightstown
Elks Lodge (9AM - 3PA)
24 Open House (2-5 PM)

UNIVERSALIST CHURCH BOOK
COMES TO SOCIETY

The Society is preud to announce
that it has rececived through donation
the minute book kept by the Sunday
School of the Highistown Universalist
Church. The volume covers the years
from the forming of the Sunday School
in the 1830s until the church closed in
1918. The book is the most important
record of the local Universalists that
has come to light.

The book reveals the names of
pupils and teachers, the tides of books
bought for the church library, and
much other information about the run-
ning of the school. It also tells much
about the membership of the church.
As early as 1844, a visiting Methodist
minister remarked that Hightstown was
"remarkable for the number of
Universalists that are in it." ‘This book
offers the first opportunity to find out
who the Universalists were.

The history of the Universalist con-
gregation in Hlightstown is generally

known from a variely of sources,
including a history of the denomina-
tion published in the early 1870s, and
from individual manuscripts scattered
among several  of the Society’s collec-
tions. In addition, the Society has a
collection of correspondence docu-
muenting efforts 1o dispose of the
church building afigg,the congregation
disbanded.  But Ihi‘-‘l‘linulc books and
financial records of the church are
believed to have been destroved in a
fire at another church. The Sunday
School book evidently survived
yecause it was kept, apparently by a
teacher or superintendent ol the
school, and thus was not among the
records that were transferred.

The Socicty thanks Muricel and
Robert Sutton and Joseph Locke for the
donation. The Suttons moved {rom
Hightstown last vear to Bonita Springs,
Florida

TRAIN SHOW OCTOBER 23vd

The Freight Station commitice will
be co-sponsoring a Train Show on
aturday, October 23rd at the
tHightstown Elks Lodge on Hickory
Corner Road, from 9 AM 0 3 PM. A
portion of the proceeds will be going
to help support the freight station pro-
jcct.  Admission will be §3.00 for
adults, and children under 12 will be
admitted free. So bring the kids 1o
what will be a popular venue for
Christmas shopping ideas!

As with the Doll Shows that the
Society has sponsored, volunteers will
be needed 1o help set up  before the
show, clean up afterward, and stafl a
table during the show to solicit contri-
butions for the Freight Station project.
Volunteers should call John Kilbride,
443-4746, or Alan Probasco, 448-8530.

The freight station restoration pro-
ject took a step forward during the

summer with the extension of electncal
service 1o the freight station. As a
result, several lighting and elecd t
lets in the building are now funciiona
This step will facilitate volumceer elforts
to record the building more fully, an
make it casier o perform repairs o the
building.
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Dolls To Be Featured at
V4
Open House Oct. 24th

An open House at Elv House will be
held on Sunday October 24th Irom 2 1o
5 PM. Doll houses, both old and new,
will be leawred. I vou wish to exhibit
vour own doll houses, miniatures, or
shadow boxes call Robin Smith, 448-
8487,




JOHN & MARY HIGHT: THEIR LIFE AND TIMES

(Editor's Note: This is the secand
installment of the talk given by Robert
Craig at the March 1992 general meet-
ing; it is continued from the Mav-June
1993 newsleuer.)

John Harrison jr., formerly of
Flushing, NY, may have encouraged
some of the Hights to setde along the
Millstone River as he himself had done.
As a merchant, a land investor, and the
original owner of the house known as
"Rockingham,” Harrison Jr. had already
sold a farge tract of land necar the pre-
sent Griggsiown to a group of Long
Istand Duichmen, and he had built the
first gristmill at Rocky Hill, which
helped encourage farming up and
down the river. Jonathan and David
Haight evidently settled permanently
in the Harrison, New York area, but
Hoyt was unable to figure out where
cither Nicholas or John went. He
lcoked for them in New York but not
in central New jJersey. Evidently he
did not look in the right place.

John tight may have come Lo the
Millstone Valley, either with or {ollow-
ing his brother Nicholas. In Ida Mariin
Pullen's 1896 account, The Family
History of Jobn and Mary Hight of
Hightstouwn, New Jersey, she noted
that John Hight's supposed 3,600 acres
lay alongside land owned by William
Penn, the great founder and namesake
of Penansvlvania. Wherever she
obtained this information, it is an
apparent reference 10 Penn's Neck in
West Windsor. First Penn and then his
sons had owned Penns Neck from
1693 until 1737.  But Pullen was
unwittingly defeating her own argu-
ment, John Hight could not have lived
in {wo places at once. If his land were
situated at Penns Neck, then he could
not have been living at Rocky Brook.

The Hightstown Area in 1721

John and Mary Hight did not own 2
3,000-acre tract of land at Rocky
Brook. What is known of them strong-
Iy suggests that they were landless
until the 1740s. Bevond that, the own-
ership of all land in the Highistown
area from the 1690s until well after
1740 is known. Research conducied in
the 1970s identified all of the actual
owners. The Hights could not even

have occupied a 3,000-acre tract
because there were no parcels of that
size along Rocky Brook.

Hight's Family & Early Career

The shadows over John's origin
exiend also to his wife Mary and w0
their early vears together. Nothing
whatever is known of Mary Hight's
early life: not even her maiden name
or where she was born. She zlmost
certaindy came of age during the 1720s,
and she and John mayv have married
during that decade. Pullen siates thas
their oldest son, John Jr., was bom in
1731. She found that he married in
1738; he was very likely in his mid-
iwenties at the time. According to
Pullen, another son, Joseph, was bomn
in 1739. Recently, a third son,
Thomas, has been identified. John and
Mary may have had other children as
well, Puallen mentioned that two,
whose names are unknown, died in
chitdhood.. It seems likely that they
also gave birth o one or more daugh-
ters, but if so, all record of their names
has been lost. Probably gll of their
children were born before 1745,

Where the Hights spent their early
married life is unknown, but by 1744
they were living in central New jersey,
In September of that year, "Jno. Hide”
was baptized into the Bapust congrega-
tion that met at the "Old Yellow" meet-
inghouse in Upper Freehold. Mary
Hight's name also appears in the
record. The appearance of her name
is significant, because it shows that she
was not reared in this church, but only
joined it with her husband afier mar-
riage.

Even though their congregation met
in Upper Frechold, the Hights do not
seem 1o have lved there. The follow-
ing vear, they were among a group
who asked (o be dismissed o form a
congregation at "Cranberry”
{(Cranburyy  When the Cranbury
Baptist Church was organized on
November 1, 1745, John and Mary
were (wo of its seventeen original
members. Circumstantial evidence
suggests that by this time they had
moved t¢ Rocky Brook in what is now
Hightstown Borough. Rocky Brook lay
within what was then known as the
“Township of New Windsor,” the

southernmost ownship of Middlesex
County, which extended south almost
to Allentown. What is certain is that
the Hights were already living in "New
Winsor” when they bought their first
land at Rocky Brook in 1747,

How john and Mary made ends
meel during these vears is ziso
unknown. The only evidence of his
career during this pericd is 3 single ref-
ercnce W him as a "wheelwright His
subscquent construction of the gristmill
at Highistown suggests he might ha
helped build other mills in the region
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Several were put up during the 1730s
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EXECUTIVE BOARD
MEETINGS NOT
JUST FOR THE

EXECUTIVE BOARD

Have veou wanled to
become aclive in the Society but
didn't quite know how to get siari-
ed?  Have vou ever wanted o find
out more about what is going o¢n
but didn't know whom to call?
Come oul 1o the Execcutive Board
meeling each month.

The Exccutive Board C(or
"Executive Commitlee™) meetings
are the business meectings of the
Sociewy, where all the various
goings on are discussed and decid-
ed. All the activitics and events
held by the Sodiety are planned and
approved there. Coming ouwt is the
easiest way to find out what's hap-
pening, long before vou read it in
the newsleter.

Despite the name, the meoetings
are not for the Exccutive Board
alone. Though officers, trustees,
and commitiee chairmen are
expoecied © attend, the meetings are
reaily for all interesied members.
So don't feel that vou're not invi-
ed. The meetings are usually hek
the first Mondav evening of each
month, October through June, and
on the second Mondav in
September due w0 the occurrence of
Labor Dav on the first Mondav,
Meetings are ai 7:30 PM ar Fly
House.
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and '40s, and in each case a wheel-
wright was needed to build and set
into place the large overshot or breast
wheel and the internal gearing that
trznsmiticd power to the millsiones.
As a wheelwright, Hight would proba-
bly have worked with a carpenter who
had overall responsibility for the pro-
ject.

One man for whom Hight might
have worked was Isaac FitzRandolph
of Princeton. Some of the gristmills
being built in the Millstone valley in

the 1730s and “40s can be awributed 10
him. He built one at the confluence of

aillstone River and Siony Brook before
1735, He also appears 10 have built in
1742 what would later become known
as Wyckoffs Mill in East Windsor.

Mills were expensive, much more
costly than a house or a barn, and to
finance them, the contractor frequenty
took an ownership position
FitzRandolph evidemly built the later
mill with a S0-percent stake.  After the
building was completed, 2 miller
would be found 1o operate it But the
miller was usually a tradesman who
worked for a wage or a toll of the
grain he ground. The mill itself would
be sold 1o a prosperous farmer or mer-
chant with enough resources 1o
assume the capital burden. When a
buyer could be found, the contractor
would sell his interest, recover his
investment, and make a profit. John
Hight would scon follow this patiern at
Rocky Brook.,,Whether he ever
worked for FitzRdndolph is unknown,
but the iwo men certainly new each
other. When the Cranbury Baptists

built their meetlinghouse in 1748, they-

chose FitzRandolph as their contractor.
Hight's Mill and the
QOrigin of Hightstown
1747 was a watershed year for cen-
tral New Jersey, as a new governor,

Jonathan Belcher, took over control of

the colony. That vear, David
Brainerd's death put an end to his
preaching to the Indians at Cranbury, 2
mission that became famous on both
sides of the Atantic when his journal

was published. 1747 was also a year
of land riots and the famous

*Elizabethiown Bill" in New Jersey's
Chancery Court. It was the year that
Hightstown began.

By 1747, the eastern end of New
Windsor already contained about two

But the neighborhood
was without 2 center. It sill relied on
Cranbury, the nearest hamlet, three
miles away, with its mills, churches,
and taverns. On May 1, 1747, John
Hight bought 80 acres on the norih
side of Rocky Brook, where the Old
York Road crossed the stream and a
gradug! fall in is height were enough
to create a battery pond that could
defve mill machinery, Today, this pond
is Peddie Lake. To impound all of this
water, Hight had o build 2 dam of
considerable extent: from the edge of

dozen farms.

the high ground near the First Baptist
Church property o z point ¢qua

high north of the stream--perhaps $0¢
feet long ahtogether. He finished the
mill by 1749, because in Sepember of
that vear he sold it 10 a2 newcomer
from Hunterdon County who had
bought the adjoining tract of 600 acres
on the south side of Rocky Brook.

The 8 acres was the only lund that
Hight owned, and he was oot about ©
mrz with all of it When he sold the
mill, he conveyed only a couple of
acres. But that small plot soon iw"amc
crowded with buildings related o the
mill beside the mill itsell. Within fif-
teen vears it included a "Dwelling-
House two stories high, a kitchen, and
sundry Qut-Houses.” By 1773 therc
were also “store-houses adjoining 1o
the mills, [and] a good bam and sta-
bles.” Hight kept the rest of the land
and farmed i, planting an orchard on
part of the property. In later land
transacions he dropped his identity as
a wheelwright and called himself z
"veoman”--a farmer. In the eighleenth
century, farming was more prestigious
than landless artisanry,  Still, &) acres
was far short of being a substantial
farm, so without more land Hight had
to find another occupation o which he
could add his small farming income.
He became a tavernkeeper.

Hight's Tavern

As early as 1731, Hight opened his
house as a tavern, the first al Rocky
Brook. This house stood on the west-
crly side of the highway (now North
Main Street), in front of where the
Engine Company No. 1 firchouse now
stands. Since it is unlikely that his
existing house--probably a small
dwelling--was large enough to serve
both as residence and tavern, he
apparently enlarged it, perhaps with

some of the money arising from
sale of the mill. In 1767 this @
was described as a "large Dwel
in 1773 it was described &
“very large two
house well finished, goed kiwch
wherein is kept a public-house..”
Hight continued his avern wiy
interruption for almost tweniy ve
Keepers had to be licensed each v
and the entire indusiry was reguk
by Lhc county cours. From 17511
1767 got annual renewal
ka&@ tavern Cin the house Where
now Hves in New Windsor”
Hight as Consuhle
-{V‘txnu(t‘?ux“ in H
Jersey were important ngm\,\ and |
status was frequenily enhanced
32 nforcement responsibilities.
were ofien &’vpumma 10 sQrve as
stables, ¢s in their first
vears as Heenscholders. In 1751
first vear from which there is a re

of Hight's wmvern,

house”

particuiarly as a
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he was semving
= when he became ombre

”cm:m with ;mi zaczi rami

It s on Sundav, August 4, |
“about One or Two O'clock” in
afternoon, when John and Man
"coming home from [Baptist] meet
that thev heard three men swes
outside of John Pridmore's taves
Cranbury. The tavern stood a
distance from the Baptst church
the opposite side of the road. Per
Hight could even hear the commx
beginning before he lelt the o
As it happened, the three were mx
high social position, and one of 1
Lewis Morris Ashficld, had been n:
by British colonia! officizls in Lo
1o $it on the governor's council in
Jersey, which then was the v
house of the provincial legisla
The appointment came de:
Governor Belcher's expressed op
tion.

At first Hight apparently igr
them, and went into the
pairons inside in
iry {0 quiet the men, As |
approached them, one of the mer
on horseback, the other two v
foot, and cach was holding a pi
wine in one of his hands.

Accounts of what happened
differ, but Ashiield continued o

avernn.

sisted he go bact



udly, which was considered an
fense both 10 God and 1o the King
1e swearing was all the more con-
ontational, because the offenders
ere Anglicans outside a church of dis-
nters.  Hight threatened (o arrest
shifield, but the threat had lide effect
1 the swearing.  Ashfield mistook
ight for a justice of the peace, there-
- inflating Hight's social standing con-
derably, until & young man standing
zarby unwisely admitted that Hight
as only a constable. When the
vearing again continued, now cven
ore defiantdy and arrogantly, with
shiield insulied that he should be
proached by a lowly consiable, Hight
1t a hand to Ashiicld's shoulder, and
dled out for help to transport him o
e county jail in Perth Ambov.
shiield a1 once pulled a whip out of
e hand of his friend on horseback,
d began to wield it against Hight. At
at moment, two of Hight's friends
wd his wife Mary came to his aid.
shifeld accidentally struck Mary on
e wrisi, and when the fray ended
wd he was told of this insult 1o a

woman's honor, he promptly apolo-
gized and offered Mary a 30-shilling
note as recompense, which she at first
refused, but then reluctantly accepted.

An indiciment was oblained a week
later against Ashfield for swearing on
the Sabbath and for assauling Hight
He was charged with velling at Hight
the words "God damn you with your
King's Taws." This turn of events gave
a timely excuse for Governor Belcher
1o keep Ashficld, ocne of his political
enemics, from taking a seal on the
council.  Belcher held that until
Ashfield was acquitted of the charges,
he would never sit on the council.
Ashfield maneuvered to delay his trial
until March 1752 (so that he could buy
witnesses according to Belcher). Hight
testified against him, and so did two
other witnesses, but Ashfield produced
several witnesses of his own, who con-
tradicted Hight's testimony, znd he was
acquitied. His atdtude apparently was
that he could buy his way out of any
mischief, and he quite possibly did.

(1o be continued)

Hightstown-East Windsor

Historical Society
164 North Main Street
Hightstown, New Jersey 08520
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World War II Committee
Planning Program

The World War II committee that
was appointed by the Executive Board
last yezr is planning a program for an
upcoming general meeting. Look for
details in a fuilure newsleuwer. The
commitice is also planning a series of
oral interviews of arca veierans of ihe
war, If yuou would like to take part in
the s«committee's activities, conlact
Bernazrd Bush at 443-8654, or Dr.
Harold Cox at 448-3332.

Gazettes are Microfilmed
Thanks 1o cooperation between
the Hightsiown Gazette, the Society,
and the New Jersey Newspaper
Project, the Highstown Gazetie has
recently been microfilmed for the
vears 1942-1904. Together with a
previous effort by the Society which
filmed the years 1937-1941, these
vears are now available for purchase
by libraries. Anvone interested
should call Bob Craig, at 580-4702.

Non-Profi Org.
U.S Postage
PAID
Highusiown, N
Permil No. 11




