HIGHTSTOWN EAST WINDSOR

o ‘-""':

NEW JERSEY

HISTORICAL S OCIETY NEWS

NOVEMBER - DECEMBER 2002

HIGHTSTOWN ELECTIONS

by Richard S. Hutchinson

t}ley use in Florida? If so, let’s step back
to Hightstown over 140 years ago. [

Well, here we go again. It's that periocl. Ever wonder what elections were
time of the year. lt's elec-

tion time. If you are like most of us,

like before our modern clay, computer

recorcling, ballot rnacl'xines; like the ones

you get tired of hearing about all the
“bad” things the other person did and
also tired of llearing about all the “great”
t]1i11gs the person tallzing supposedly did.
Thus, a general description of today's
election routine. Tllen, in the mail
comes the sample ballot. Now, what do
we do with it until Election Day? Then,

when that clay arrives, and we need to
look at it, what did we do with it?

How great it must have been in the
early years of Hightstown (luring this

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

NOTE: October 15 to Novemnber 19 -
Caning and Rushing Classes with Skip
Cox. Call Skip for details (448-0037).

NOVEMBER
4 7:30 p.m., Business Meeting, Sara
Hutchinson West Educational Center

18 7:30 p.m., Slide Program, "Under the
Trees", re: Hightstown and East Windsor
Township Cemeteries (by Craig Cox), Sara
Hutchinson West Educational Center

DECEMBER
8  2:00-4:00 p.m., Christmas Tea, Ely House
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This photo from the Society's collection shows the "fine hickory
pole” that was erected in front of the Railroad Hotel, ca. 1865.

think you’“ see that there was much

more excitement cre-
ated then with a
chance for participa-
tion l)y young and
old, when it came to

e[ection time.

On the 28% of
October 1865, a
Satur&ay afterncon,
the Democratic Mass
Meeting was held in
front of Richardson

Hotel. [T}lis hotel

was su})sequently
Continued on page 2

Such a pole raising was done by each political party at their political headguarters in
preparation for their respective candidate’s rally. The early Medical Hall can be seen
located across the alley to the right of the hotel.

UPDATE OF THE MEDICAL HAll

his is an upc].ate of the “Medi

cal Hall” story found in the
May-June 2002 issue. First another
Cunningham hottle has come to light
Medical Hall” upon it and can be
seen in the accompanying bottle photo.
In addition to the above l)ottle, the ac-
tual location and description of the
“Medical Hall,” as reportec}. in the above
mentioned previous issue, can ac’cuaﬂy be
seen in the ca. 1865 pho’co of the Rail-
road Hotel, which accompanies the story

with

of H1ghtstow'n 8 past election celebra-
tions, in this issue. H

Another Cunningham's "Medical Hall"
bottle is located. [From the editor's
colfection.]
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called the Railroad Hotel and was located
on the site of what is now called "Theo's
Lakeside Tavern".] Prior to the opening
of the meeting a fine hicleory pole was
raised with a handsome ﬂag affixed bear-
ing the names of Runyon, Applegate, and
Norton. At the organization of the
meeting, Maj. A.[ndrew] ].[ackson]
Smith made a few remarlzs, and then
introduced Gen. Runyon, who addressed
the audience for about an hour and a
half. He was followed ]Jy Col. G. S.
Cannon of Bor&entown, Hon. E. W.
Scudder of Trenton, and our own
].[oseph] J. Ely, Esq. 1am told that a

“large number of ladies were present...”

The local paper recorded on the 9t
of November, 1865, that Wl'lislzey {as
well as ‘green]:)aclas’) flowed freely on this
past election day, and some lovers of the
‘ardent’ became unstea&y ]ong before
night-fall. The privilege of getting
drunk on election clay seems to be hig}lly
appreciatecl lay some people—-— “Sweet are
the uses of’ Lil)erty". There seems to
be a class of persons in every commi-
nity “who do not pretencl in these ‘latter
days' to vote unless they are paicl for it--
that is, they vote as t}ley are desired to
l)y the men who pay the highest figures.
We have heard of cases where a seat on
the Asseml:)ly has cost the member from
three to four thousand dollars. Then of
course the candidate for any office who
has the most money ig the most ‘avail-
able’, and will be most likely to suceeed.
The class who thus sell their votes to
the ‘lxighest }Jiclcler’, is apparently on the
increase, and their rates, owing to the
hard times, we suppose, are stiHening
from year to year. ‘Universal su{'frage'-
-ah, there’s nothing like it!” [Mayl)e
“times” haven't really cl'langecl that
much.]

In August 1868, a Grant and
Colfax po]e-raising took place in
Hightstown on Taesday, at the [Repub-
lican] heaclquar’cers of the club in this
Lorough. No speeclles were made on the
occasion — except ]Jy on-loo];zers, and
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t]-jey were not in all cases of an eclifying
nature. While this was going on, the
Democrats erected a “Wigwam” in the

])Ol’Ougl'l.

On September 24th 1868, it was
repor’ce& that a Repu])lican Mass Meet-
ing was held in this borough, on Tues-
day, and not wi‘cl'lstanclhlg the unpropi-
tious waatl-ler, was largely attended. The
Grant and Colfax Clubs were present
from the city of-Burlington, the vil]ages
of Perrineville and Cran})ury, and the
township of Monroe. The meeting, over
which Mr. E.[dwarcl] C.[roweﬂ] Taylor
presiclecl, was organizecl in front of
Davison's Hotel, and after the spealzers,
a ’corc}ﬂight paracle, headed l)y fife and
(lrums, took place during the evening
and attracted much attention. Rockets
and Roman candles were fired off JEreely
while the procession was in motion. A
collation was preparecl under the direc-
tion of a number of ladies, in
Hutchinson’s HaH, for the invited
guests, to which ample justice was done.
[Hutchinson's Hall was on the upper
floors of what is toclay the ]auilding hous-
ing the offices of Allen & Stults Insur-
ance Co, Inc on the corner of Stockton
Street and Main Street.] The meeting
closed short]y after 10 o'clock, and on
the whole was a spiritecl and interesting

one.

On the 8% of October 1868, two
poles were erected in front of the Demo-
cratic wigwam and a banner strung across
the street. On the 124‘, the Democratic
Mass Meeting at this place was one of
the largest political gat}lerings ever wit-
nessed in this vicinity. Atan early hour
in the &ay, the people l)egan to gat}ler
from different directions, coming in car-
riages and wagons, on horseback and on
foot. At3 P M., immediately after the
arrival of the special train from F‘reeho]d,
with the Monmouth County clelegation
on board, a procession was formed which
marched through the different streets in
the foﬂowing order - The Perrineville

Centinued on page 4
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HIGHTSTOWN'S ELECTRIC LIGHTS

he liistory of a town's infra

structure is interesting. We
take such tl'iings for granteci toctay, yet,
less than 100 years ago, many homes in
town still relied upon the oil lamp for
their lightning. This “new” technol-
ogy called electricity was l)rouglit to
Higl-itstown lay a hand-full of PEOPIE
who learned of the concept, studied it,
came out in front of the community in
favor of it, nurtured it, and t)rougllt it
to fruition but not without several set-

backs along the way.

In Fel}ruary of 1886, the
Higlltstown Polo Team (yes, tlley had a
polo team) played at night at the skate
rink, located on the corner of South
Main and Ward Streets, using oil lamps
for liglit. F‘inally, in Fel)ruary 1893, an
ordinance called the Higtltstown Elec-
tric Liglit Company was passeci loy Coun-
cil. The costs of such a project were
gatliereci, analyzecl and the town of
Smyrna, Delaware was used as a com-
parison for Higlitstown in October
1804. After that clate, there were sev-
eral attempts to l::ring electricity to town
but it wasn't until ]anuary 1808, when
the Higlitstown Electric Liglit & Power
Company actually incorporated. By
June 1868, the electric plant iauilcling
was under construction on Bank Street
and businesses and homes were lJeing
asked to sign up to have their houses
wired for this new liglit tecl-mology. The
first place of business in Higl-itstown to
be wired for liglits was C.R. Chamberlin
and the business of Thomas & Taylor
was the next on the list. Finally, the
town's Electric Company started its en-
gine for the first time at 9:45AM in
the first week of September 1898.

As reportect in the Gazette, 15 Sep-
tember 1898, everyone was waiting for
the l)ig test to be tlelci at nigllt. Es-

corted to tlie handsome new power liouse

of the Electric Light and Power Co. of
Higlitstown, Satur(iay evening, l)y the
officers of the company, Mayor Lott
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by Richard S. Hutchinson

closed the circuit which flooded many
of our homes and business houses with
a ljriﬂiancy which at once relegateci mary
old oil lamps to a secluded spot in the
cellar. From the time the big 150 horse
power Rollins engine started until the
large jacle shaft was released for the 2500
liglit, alteruating (iynamos, (Slattery
system), the fine white liglit was pertectly
uniform and burned without the sliglit-
est hitch or a single volt variation.

Hundreds of people gatllereri about
the large 2000 c.p.[candle power] arc
liglit, lianging in the centre of Main and
Stockton streets, and from time to time
gave voice to their approval and rieliglit
in cheers of enthusiasm. In the stores,
where seven and nine oil lamps had been
used heretofore, tl'iey are now l)urning
3-16c.p. incandescent
lamps, with a far better

and more economical
ligtit. Groups of citi-
zens were observed
malzing comparisons
everywhere of the stores
that had not as yet sub-
scribed for electric
liglits and those that
tlacl, and the absolute (iitterence was
Plainiy observed. In fact, “electric
liglits" was the prevai.iing topic tlirougti-
out the town.

At the power house the massive tly-
wl'ieel was malzing rapicl revolutions, with
such comparative ease, ttiat, if it were
not for the steam exliaust, one would
not know 100 yarcls from the l)uilcling
that electricity was lJeing manufactured
there. The Borougli of Higl’itstown
had granteci previous franchises, but the
owners thereof seemed to have riii‘ficulty
to l)ring them to a focus. At last, how-
ever, we have grantecl a franchise that
bore truit, i)y the promotion of the
present company, ttirougll Francis J.
Tliron, cashier of the Citizens Trust and
Surety Co., Pliila., Pa., uncier ciate ot
January 31,98, with an authorized capi-
tal of $25,000, and a titty year charter.
The officers of the company are: Presi-
dent, George McNutt, Pliila(ielpl'iia;
vice—presi(ient, Otto Reissmann, Phila-
(ielpliia; treasurer, Francis J Tllron,
Delanco; secretary, Theo. D. Nostranci,
Higlitstown; general manager, Chas. P.
Fitcli, Beverly; counselor, Robt. K.
Wriglit, Jr., Plii.lacielpliia.

We liope that the citizens of
Higl-itstown will show their appreciation
of so valuable an addition to our town
lJy sut)scrilaing to the electric liglits,
which are clearer, more l)rilliant, and in
tact, more economical, and the pertec-
tion of modern illumination, tl'lerel)y
giving iiearty encouragement to so im-
portant an enterprise. Let all that can

Continued on page 5

£ N i i H
The Boy Scout Troop 5700, with leader
Charles Stecher, after their hard work on
the Society property.

LOCAL BOY SCOUTS

he Boy Scouts really be

came Tavolved around the
Society buildings. Jonathan Bain
completeci the two brick walks be-
hind the treiglit station for his Eagle
Scout l)adge and also planteci some
new shrubs around the Sara H.
West Educational Center with the
l-ielp of the other troop members.
They also mulched the property.
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Clul), on ]]O[SE]J&CIZ, in carriages and
wagons; the Manalapan Clul:u; the Free-
hold Club {over 200 strong) under com-
mand of Maj. Yard; the Hightstown
Ciu[), led ])y Lieutenant McMichael; the
Penuington Clu]); the Mount Rose; and
the West Windsor Clubs. The spealeing
commenced about 4 PM. at the stand
erected near the Wigwam, on Main
street, with Gen Haigl‘x‘c being the first
spealeer. He was followed by Hon. Jno.
P Stocleton and Ex-Gov. Parker.

The torchlight procession, in the
evening, was a grand affair. Each orga-
nization was providecl with martial mu-
sic, except the Freehold Clul), which was
accompanied IJy Coates” Brass Band of
Trenton. Other clelega’tions continued
to arrive from time to time, before and
after the procession was set in motion,
the last arriva]s laeing at9 o’clocle, w}len
16 car-loads were brought in from
Burlington County on the Camden &
Aml)oy Railroad, and as many more on
the Pemberton Railroad line. At this
time the foliowing clubs were in Iine,
besides others whose names we could not
learn: Higlltstown Clul), accompaniecl l)y
two wagons filled with Iadies, cach State
l)eing represented by a lady — the whole
party laeing flanked ]:)y yout}lful mem-
bers of the Club — the first wagon hav-
ing in addition a Goddess of Lil)erty
(Miss Perrine) supporting a tree deco-
rated with Hag, wreatlls, ete. Then came
the clubs of Perrineville Trocvp,
Manalapan, Frechold, Pennington, Mt.
Rose, West \Winclsor, South River, South
Amlmy, and East Brunswick. Then
came four Clubs from Bordentown and
White Hiu, Peml)erton, New Egypt, Mt,
Ho“y, Burlington and Beverly — the
latter accompaniecl by the Beverly Brass
Ban({.

Many of the homes in town were
llandsomely iﬂuminatecl, Maj. Smith’s
and ‘Squire Cole’s ])eing particulary
noticeable. The porticos of Magi”’s
Hotel were literauy Pacleecl during the
evening with ladies, and every available
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or desirable location elsewhere was 0c-
Cupie(l ]Jy interested spectators. The
number in the procession was variously
estimatecl, accorcling to the politica] bias
of the party estimating, but ranging
from 2,000 to 5,000. Good order gden-
eraHy prevai.[ecl, and no disturbance was
observed. The clay was all that could be
clesired, and no doubt contributed largely

to heighten the interest on the og¢casion.

Now, this was how elections were
carried on in the goocl ‘ole days.’ T]'ley
also continued on into the future as is
evident l)y events within the town of
Cranl)ury, on the 13* of Qctober in
1884, when the Plumed Knight club
of young Repu]:)licans having equippecl
themselves in tasteful uniforms, made
their first pul)lic appearance in the
evening, l)eing fl{'ty in number. They
also had a torc]j-light paracle, an illumi-
nation and a mass meeting for the 23,

Not to be outdone lay Cranlmry, the
Republicans of Hightstown, held a mass
meeting in Higlltstown, on Friday
evening, October 17, 1884, and made
it a lively and interesting one. The
spealzers engage(l are Eclmuncl Wilson,
Esq., of Princeton COHege, a gentleman
who was gaining quite a reputation as a
spealeer, ancl Ex-}uclge James Bucl'lanan,
the candidate for Congress. It was re-
ported that “several clubs will participate
in the torcll—iight parade, and the
Hig}ntstown Band will furnish the mu-
sical part of the programme.” The event
in Higl'lts’cown, as repor‘cecl })y the Ga-
zette, indicated that the Repu]nlicans
would hold a mass meeting in which sev-
eral organizations were lo take partin a
parade which “will form on North Main
street. Visiting clubs will be assigned
position in column as they arrive. The
line will move promptly at 8 out North
Main to South Main, counter march to
South, to Mercer, to Morrison [street],
to Acaclemy, to Morrison Ave, to
Outcalt, to Morrison [street], to Sum-
mit, to Morrison ave., to Cook, to
Stockton, to Main, to Broad, to

Monmouth, to Main, to the ljriclge and
then dismiss. Citiz_ens along the line of
this route are féqﬁested to illuminate
their clwe“ings." Also, on the same
nigl—;t, the East Windsor Plumed
Knigllts held a pul)lic meeting to be ad-
dressed I)y Rev. ]ahu DeWitt Miller, af-
ter which a torch-hgllt paracle took place.

On the 234 of Octo]:er, 1884, the
Princeton Press reportecl that about
1,500 uniformed men marchecl, wind-
ing themselves in and out of
Hightstown's streets last Friclay nig]lt in
the most brilliant parade our sister vil-
lage has ever seen. “Princeton was there
with 300 men in line, and the Conege
Club was given the position of honor on
the rigl'lt. The Club marched splen(licuy
and made a handsome appearance. S0
too did the [nvincibles and the Garfield
QGuards. Trenton sent a very large del-
egation. Clubs were present from Day-
ton, Cranl)ury, James}mrg, Prospect
Plains, ang_l_ all the neighbor}loods. The
2,500 sandwiches, prepare& Ly the la-
clies, disappearer} before half the men
could get sight of them. But they had

not expected lualf the numl)er, and so
could not ]Je blamed.”

These types of events continued over
the years and became a tradition in not
oniy Hightstown but towns throughout
the area. On the evening of Qctober
15th, 1888, “the Repu]nlicans of East
Windsor met at their rooms and orga-
nized and equipped a marching club for
the campaign. The suits consist of white
helmets, Ieggings and shirts, the latter
red, white and blue shield on the ]JOSOIH,
and each memberwill carry a neat torch.
The following officers were clected: Cap—
tain - William F. Lott, 1* Lt. - Albert
M. Norton, 2 Lt. - Peter Kiker, Or-
derly Sgt. - Theophﬂus Reed, Ensign -
Amos Wilson. *

On the 20" of October, 1888, it
was reported that the “Republicans of
Dutch Neck had a large and enthusias-

Continued on page ¢
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afford, have electricity piaced in their
homes and business places, which will
reduce the cianger of fire and the price
of insurance to secure the great and
modern convenience. In conclusion the
Gazette expresses its thanks in behalf
of the citizens of Hightstown to the
Electric Ligilt Co. for the gratuitous
iigiiting distributed Saturclay and Sun-
(iay nigiits, also for the faith demon-
strated in us i:)y instaiiing their piant in
Hightstown. It necessarily advertises
us and encourages industries to estab-
lish themselves in our midst, and is an
important step towards modern im-
provements and prosperity. The Ga-
zotte wishes the Electric Ligi]t Com-
pany a spee(iy success.

After this ciemonstration, it was re-
ported that a week later, Mayor Lott's
handsome house on Morrison avenue
was the first private residence to be wired
for electric iights. [t was reporte(i that
the mayor believes in i)eins up-to-(iate
and progressive and does thus set a gooci
example for his constituents.... When
Mayor Lott pulled the lever on the 10%
mst., the electric bulbs illuminated the
following places - Post office, C.R.
Ciiamiaeriin, Tay]or & Thomas, H.G.

ELECTRIC LIGHTS

Rue, Henry Weller, W.D. Wear,
Dillatash & Pullen, the Railroad hotel,
Martin's barber shop, John Perdoni’s
fruit store, W.J. Dillatash meat mar-
ieet, Camac’s store, Brandt's restaurant,

Ralphs’ barber silop, the Gazette ogice,

A wintery photo of the power house of
Hightstown's Electric Light and Power
Plant on Bank Street.

Craig’s market, Robert Lanning shoe
store, C.C. Blauvelt store, Edward
Schafler [Schaeffer] hakery and home,
Cunningham's drug store, Windsor
Lodge [[.O.C.F], Drs. Titus and
Joi-mson. By this time, everyone seemed
to be wanting this new invention.

But less than two weeks iater, onb
October 1898, the “lights went out”
atabout 5:45 on a busy Saturday night

"énmu

L

The Railroad Hotel ca. 1910. It was erected. according to the caption on a postcard of
it, tn 1783, Aside from the mill, it has been one of the mainstays within the community
over the centuries being remodeled and redecorated many, many times. The original
building was torn down ca. 1940 and the present structure being built on its site.
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and all was not i‘iappy in town. Fifteen
minutes after the_iig}its had been turned
on, the armature of the big $3000 dy-
namo burst and the town was plungeci
into darkness. [The backup dynamo was
put into service within about an hour ]
Every‘l:hing went well until Monciay
night, when, at 7:25 PM the second
(iynamo exp]oclecl. Since then
Higi—;tstown has been without electric
iigh’cs...Last night both ciynamos were
sent to Philadelphia for repairs and it
18 hope(i that they may be back and the
plant in worlzing order again within a
few days.

The arc ligiits used in the business
areas of town cost $50 each. The Bor-
ough of Hightstown contracted for 27
arc ligilts and Ly January of 1899 there
were 30 arc lights located in various ar-
eas of the town. But, costs of operat-
ing the piant ijegan to rise and l)egin-
ning in May of 1899, the power plant
only ran at certain times of the day. The
iigirits were ijeing turned off and on
daily by the plant. Many people and
businesses who had not taken a chance
with “eiectricity" were still using their
oil iamps and those who had taken the
chance were now locating the discarded
oil iarnps and putting them back into

service.

Needless to say, not all businesses
went with electric iigilts rigilt away and
some not at all. In March of 1909, it
was Ieporteci that Hutchinson Hall was
improved with its new electric light ar-
rangement while across the street on the
other corner Cﬂnningiiam's Drug
Store, in December of 1910, had their
new iighting installed. However, they
didn't go with electricity. Tl-iey installed
a burner “outside the store over their
entrance which burned gas generated
from gasoline and mixed with air.” One
would think that a safety issue came
with this teclmoiogy but apparently it
worked as it was reporteci “that it makes
a well lighted corner.” B
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tic meeting on Saturclay nig]lt. The vil-
lage was ])eautifully illuminated and
some of the houses were brilliant with
many 1igh’ts in every window. A torch-
1ig}1t procession in which nearly three
hundred men marched with pretty uni-
{orms, enlivenecl the town. Allentown
sent fifty men; Cranl)ury eigh’cy,
Hightstown seventy-five, and the West
Windsor club forty-five ...

Even in the election of November
1900, it was repor‘ced that Hig]'ltstown
“... had turned itself loose on Friday
nig}lt after the election to celebrate the
win of McKinley & Roosevelt. In spite
of the fact that but a day had been used
in preparing for the event, the parade
was a ljig success and one of the finest
affairs of the kind ever seen in
Hightstown. Everyl)ociy who had voted
for McKin]ey took part and nearly ev-
erybody who voted for Byran took part,
and everybody else ligl'ltecl up his house
and then stood on the sidewalk and
cheered as the parade went }Jy. It was a
great night, not on]y for the Repul)li—
cans, but for Hightstown, and
Hightstown was well as the Republicans
should be proucl of the demonstration.”

"Shortly after Eigllt o'clock the pa-
rade fornlecl, and started on its extended
line of Inarcll, under the leadership of
Marshal Henry R. App]egate, with his
aicles, D. Baird Dey, De Wi L. Wi]]mr,
T. Ely Hutchinson and Fred B.
Appleget.
troupe of llorsemen, the Hightstown
Drum Corps, Hig}xtstown Fire Com-
pany, No. 1 with their engine,
Goodwin's Bancl, W.[infielcl] S.[cott]
Hancock Post, No. 107, with Milton
Ives as marshal and Charles Henry
Perrine and Ernst Wenger as ai(les, the
McKinley & Roosevelt Sound Money
Clul}, the Colored Republicans, the
Peddie Institute l)oys, the Young Repu}J-

licans, and fina”y {loats and wagons.

Following them came a

While no milita.ry precision was main-
tained, the parade was an orclerly one and
made a credible appearance. Irenton
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Repu]:»licans had lein(ﬂy sent down a load
of parapherna]ia left over from their
demonstration , and this, with the trans-
parencies, ete. improvised here, equipped
the marchers very nicely. Conspicuous
in line were the Peddie ljoys , who turned
out in force, every one of them dressed
in his nigl'ltsl'lirt. The floats and illu-
minated wagons were remarlzably nu-
merous and strilzing. Prominent among
them were: Charles Black’s floral clisplay,
the gaily decorated milk wagons of
Daniel Croshaw and Frank Chaml)erlin,
T. Ely Hutchinson's hanclsomeiy
trimmed log wagon, the two milk wag-
ons of E.R. Picleering — one a hand-
some new vehicle marked 1900. Emil
Miller’s bread wagon, M.P. Chamberlin's
transparency, the Wilson Bros.’ tastefuﬂy
arranged load of meat, Cham])erlin &
Field's exhibit of llay, feecl, etc., Tho-
mas & Taylor's handsome stove all ahlaze,
H.R. Applega’ce’s two fire wagons, K.J.
Ward's au’to-mobﬂe, Mount ]ol)e's “Salt
River” boa’c, Howard Kirl;y's load of bar-
rels all marked for McKin]ey, Rooseve]t,
Gardner and Hanna and with a live coon
sitting on top, and E.J. Roger’s fine
trap.”

“Not less notable than the parade
were the illuminations. Pro]:)al)ly never
before was there such a display and as
the parade marched around the town,
harcﬂy a house was dark. In many cases
the decorations of private residences were
very extensive and attractive, and the
town never presented a finer appearance
in its history. Among the illuminations
especially noticeable on account of their
extent were those of Rowley &
McCreery's shirt factory, LR Sllang]e’s

warehouse and Peddie Institute.”

Apparently, tlle a}Jove “election” tra-
dition ])egan to fade after 1900, as the
older generations ‘passecl on,’ other folks
simply moved away, and the goocl ‘ole
clays' ]Jegan to change toward a faster
pace. I guess there might be something
to say after all about t]'le more modern
election machines after reac]ing about

this little incident which took place in
Hig}l’cstown (lur_ing; the November elec-
tions of 1913. Electricity still in its
infancy in Higl—xts’cown was not used in
every quarters for lighﬁng purposes.
There{ore, canclles, gas ligl'its and kero-
gene lamps were still in use. The result
of using such items can be is fire and
that is exactly what happened in 1913
in one of the election booths “at the poH-
ing place of the First District, on Tues-
day morning, at an early hour. The ac-
cident was caused l)y an overturned
lig]atecl candle. The flames shot
t}n’ougll a crank between the Loarc]s, into
the Freidman store acljoining, and ig-
nited some of the stock in the store. This
consisted of articles of clothing which
were partly (lamagecl. Addison J.
Ro]al)ins, Jr., and Norman Keeler, mern-
bers of the election l)oard, succeeded in
quiclely putting out the fire. The build-
ing was not damaged, and the loss to the
store go.ls was Slig}lt."

SOCIETY HAPPENINGS

House Tour
The Society would like to thank
Shirley leen and all volunteers who

There were

offered their services.
many people who wanted to help but
their services did not have to be called
upon. Paul Szewczyle power washed
the l-louse, the Red Cross Club from
HHS distributed ﬂyers, the Brown-
ies proviclecl refreshments at the Step
Back in Time antique store, and the
Junoriettes punchecl tickets at the
homes on the tour. We would like to
thanl you aH."'Presently, the approxi-
mate gross for the tour was $4,839,

Train Committee
Tl'xe committee has ceased to
ﬁlnction and we are in need a new

chairperson and some volunteers as
work is needed to {inish what l';as been
started.

Continued on page 8
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—————— CHRISTMAS TEA AT
ELY HOUSE

he Society's annual Christmas

Tea, will be held at Ely House,
Decerber 8th, from 2- 4 PM. All mem-
bers of the Society and the pu}Jlic are
invited to visit for an aftemoon of goocl
food, music, exhi]:i’cs, and conversation.
Some of the highlights will be “The
Madrigals”, the running of the model
trains through the recreated 1930
Hightstown, Churistimas cookies A and hot
apple cider. Ely House will be decorated
by the local Brownie troop, the Rocky
Brook Garden Club, and Society vol-
unteers. For more info call S}ﬁrley QOlsen
at 609-448-8388. W

{ I . 3 xl' -
& .. o | 4 .}i‘.ﬂign!l'
While Skip and Craig discuss other matters, Frank, Cappy and other Society

members prepare the “punch” for the Society s Christmas Tea.

A5t L50tem R, Ao,
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Eacl'l year at this time, the So-
ciety sponsors a Holiday Greeting
Card, which is one of the ways we hope
to sprea& a little goo(l cheer during the
llolidays.

To cover our costs and to raise

e
n

needed revenue for the Society, we ask
our subscribers to contribute a small
amount for their names to be inscribed

on tl'le card.

The monies received for the Greet- :
ing Card help in meeting our regularl
expenses. I

Please contribute $12 for an in- |
dividual name and $15 for a famijy.l
Checks may be made paya]:»le to I
H.E.W.H.S. I

To have your name(s) added to the l
Ho]ic},ay greeting card, please list your ||
names {as you would like them to ap- |
pear} on the form below.

our name

:I Amount §
I Evening phone

HicHTsTown-EAST WinDsor HisToricaL SocETY NEws

| Send replies by December 1st to Hightstown-East Windsor Historical

| Society, ¢/fo Dr. Harold C. Cox, Jr., 183 E. Ward Street, Hightstown,
I New Jersey 08520. Please he sure to include your full return address and
| write "Ho]_iday Card" on the envelope. I

Novemeer - Decemser 2002



PAGES8

SOCIETY HAPPENINGS

Continued ﬁ-bm page 6

Building Committee e
Volunteers needed.

Li])rag and Publications

Now consolidated into one with
Fran Cook as Co-Lil)rary Chairperson
with Kate Middleton.

Property & Grouncls
Now consolidated into one with
Warren Olsen as Chairperson.

Museum Committee

We will need a Museum Chairper-
son at the end of June 2003 but vol-

unteers are needed for this committee

I10W.

Caning & Rus]ﬁng
Back Ly popu]ar demand, Sleip

Cox has been and will be having these
classes from October 15% t}lrough
November 19%, on Tuesclay evenings,

7- 9 PM., at the Sara H. West Edu-

cation Center. Contact Sleip for par-
ticulars.

Rooms to be Dedicated

The upstairs bedroom floor is be-
ing renovated and when completed, the
bedroom will be dedicated to the
memory of Betty Cunningham. The
Society Office will also be dedicated
to the memory of Lois Groendylze.
Both areas will have plaques placed

upon the respective doors.

We always need volunteers for
every committee, but there is an
urgent need for Museum, Train
and Program Committees.

If you are interested in these
or any other committees, contact
Craig Cox, Shirley Olsen or Nancy
Lau(lenl)erger, or the committee's
respective chairpersan.

THIRD GRADE
VISITORS

3rd grade class and their teachers
tour the H-EW Historical Society and
the Sara H. West Educational Center.

A 3:d gra.cle class toured the So-
ciety buildings on October 8th. The
tour was conducted l)y SI:zip and Craig
Cox.
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