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Hutchinson Family Burial Plot - Fast Windsor Township
William and Ann (Simpson) Hutchinson & Others

In 1998, the executors of the
estate of Sara Hutchinson West
gave funds to the High’cstown-Eas’c
Windsor Historical Society for the re-
habilitation of the Freig}lt Station.. At
that time, two requests were made of
the Society. First, that the building to
result from the rehabilitation in some-
way reflect the name of Sara Hutchinson
West, and seconcl, that the Society un-
dertake a project with some of the funds
to clean out the vegetation and debris
from the Hutchinson family hurial plot
of William and Ann (Simpson)
Hutchinson and unknown others, and
to have a project to maintain it. This
burial location is one of the earliest
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known in the area and is located in a
farmer’s field in East Windsor Town-
ship, just outside of Ftra, Toclay, this
land is for sale and is destined one c]ay
in the future to be cleve]oped with hous-
ing. Hopefuﬂy, it will not be clestroyed.

As of December 2001, the cleanup
of the gravesite was completed Ly Mi.lzey
Men&en]?.o, owner of ViHage Nurseries,
and at this time both requests of the
Estate have been acted upon l)y the So-
ciety. On behalf of the Estate of Sara
West Hutchinson and all the descen-
dants of William and Ann (Simpson)
Hutchinson in New Jexsey, Ohio, Vir-
ginia, North Carolina, Indiana, Ken-

{’ucLzy, Alabama, Lou.isiana, Texas, Wash-
ington, “Buster and the Loys of Geor-
gia”, and all those in every other state of

this union, we would like to thank the
individual members and the officers of
the Society, both past and present, for
honoring the requests of the Estate.

Although there are only two exist-
ing stones presently at the location, those
of William and Ann, | and others have
been told that there were other burials
and stones at that site in the past. In
the 19705, the three remaining lwmes,
one being the old Hutchinson homestead

near the gravesite, were tomn down and

Continued on page 2

The Medical Hall

by Richard S. Hutchinson

S everal months ago, Curtis Czowell, of Broad Street, was c]eaning out the
attic of his home and found the laottle, in the accompanying photograpll,
stuck in an out-of -tlle-way location within the attic, The label reads “Cunningham's
Pharmacy. Medical Hall, Main and Stockton, Higlﬂzstown, New Jersey.” The name

“Medical Hall” on the label was a name that was not familiar to him.

ca. 1860s.

The “Medical Hall” can be seen ina photograp}l, ca. 1860s,
in the Society’s pl]otographic collection ~At that time, it stood
where the First Union Bank now stands Jirectly opposite of
the l)uilcling that for so many years was Cunningham's Pl‘lat-
macy. Shown in the photograp}x is a dirt a]ley-way between the
Medical Hall and what was then called the Railroad Hotel. It
was a two story, white frame l)ui]cling with a ]arge sign reacling
“Medical Hall” across the front of the porcll which ran the width
of the l:ruiHing. On the above sign, in the bottom rigllt hand
corner, was a paintecl mortor and pestle. T]-nerefore, from that
sign, we know the “Medical Hall” was a p}larmacy in Hig]ltstown

Continued on page 8
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the dirt road that led to them abandoned.
Today, that land has no visible marks that
a houses or a road ever existed as it has
been put under the farmer’s p]ow and
crop on an annual basis. The land that
the site is located
upon has been for |
sale for clevelopment
for many years and |
sooner or Jater that |

this Life Jany. 4th 1801. Aged 101 years
9 Months and seven clays. She was
mother of 13 children, and Grand
Mother and great granc}. mother, & great
great Grand Mother of 375 Persons.”

: I give also the punc-

By applying the

Hightstown, New Jersey
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To educate, while preserving for
future generations, our people
and our community's history.

Editor, Richard S. Hutchinson

will take place. : rule of compoun e
Unfortunately, this § sul)ttaction, or Officers for 2001-2002
site and many other ) more properly sub- Craig Cox ($09M83320) .o ~President
sites in the township ¥ traction of denomi- Julie Ely Vice-President
have not been placecl L el o nate numl)ers, and Charles Stults, I ... — Recording Secretary
ander the available An's to (eft) n Iam tone making allowance Ann Szewczyk ... e CorrESpORing Secretary
protection ]Jy the (right). for the difference Frank Bresnan, Jf.————..roooe, .. Treatorer
East Windsor between Old and
Townsl'lip Preservation Commission. New Style, we perceive that she was born Committee Chairs
The work on this site and other sites in on the 17th day of March 1699, and
East Windsor Township were completed ~ consequently lived in three different cen- Frank Brennan, Jr. (603-393-1958) ... finance
back in 1990-1991 but never acted turies, i.e. she was born on the 17th, Marion Rock (608-H43-1589) e Grounds
upon L)y the township. Hopefuﬂy, be-  lived tlmrougll the whole 18th, and died Kate Middieton (603-48-5347) e Library
fore they are destroyed, this will he done.  in the 19th century. A very lengthy ar- Dale Grubb (609-M8-M55).............. Membership
ticle migllt bhe written upon the times, Julie Ely (609-443-3185) oo — 70T,
Although the fouowing articles have  the scenes, and changes through which Harold C. Cox, jr. (609-HB-000) . .. Programs
been pul)lis}lecl here ]Jefore, [ believe it she passecl, and which she witnessecl; but and
is Jf'i’d;ing to do so0 again now that the those conversant with llistory can fill up Nancy La'udmberger (609-43-836) .. Programs
g Bud Perrine (609-448-378) ... __......... .. Property
burial plot has been cleaned up and given the great space of her life with general and
a new appearance. incidents to suit Warren Olsen (609-H8.5380) ... Property
Below are what themselves. I will Peggy Brennan (09-395-1958) ... — Publications
some of our de- B only mention a few Shirley Olsen (09-443-8308) Publicity

ceased residents had
to say about the
above gravesite back

f facts in connection
with her l'xistory, and
g that of her family.

Building Committee

in the Village She was the wife of Frank Brennan, Jr.
Record, on 20 Nov |} Wm. Hutchinson, Dr. Harold C. Cox
1857: . Esq, a Justice of the Suzann Fallon
_ B Peace under the Lois Groendyke
Mz Editor: On T ' crown and govern- Willis Hancock
the farm now owned Hutchinson Family Burial Plot. ment of Ejgland. Shirley Olsen
l:»y Isaac Goldy, near This William Warren Olsen
Milfor&, about 2 ¥ miles from Hutchinson took up from the govern- Dr. Edgar Thomas, Jr.
Hightstown, there is an ancient burial ment all the land bounded easterly ]3y or
s o

groun&, wherein several of the old own-
ers of the soil thereabout found the last
resting place of their earthly remains.
From a tombstone in that place I copy
the {OHOW‘ng, verbatim et literatu: “Sa-
cred to the Memory of Ann Hutcllinson,
Relict of Wim Hutchinson Esqr. departed
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near the Earl of Perth’s Fatent, (ai: Jclle
corner of the farm now owned l)y Mr.
Wesley SJJ,) and bounded nortl'lerly 13y
Roclz'y Broolz, and extencling Westerly to
at or about the farm now owned ]3y Tho-
mas Mount, (son of Hiram Mount,

tiec'd); and extencling southerly also to
Continued on page 3
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the Ely tract, (a tract of 1500 acres taken
up ]ay Joiin Eiy, my great grancifatiier,)
at or about the property now owned i:)y
Abijah J. Chamberlin. You will perceive
then, Mr. Ecli’cor, that your oHice, and
all of Higiitstown south of Rocizy Broole,
stands on the tract of this old lady's
husband. Her first residence was a dwell-

Gravestone of Ann (Simpson)
Hutchinson, wife of William.

ing made of paiiisa(ioes, afew yarcis from
where Mr. Goicly now lives. My uncle,
the late Rev. Robert Hutciiinson, clec'cl,
and Mrs. Phebe Hutchinson, widow of
Rev. Sylvester Hu’ccl'iinson, gave me sev-
eral particulars in reference to the old
Hutchinson iami.]y, which I have not the
space to iuiiy record. Ann Hutchinson
retained her faculties to the last, and
could see to thread a needle or read with-
out spectacles when in her 101st year.
The family have been remarkable for
longevity. Her son, Joseph Hutchinson,
{very properiy and just]y called in his clay
]Jy the Methodist Father Hutchinson,)
lived on the piace where Wm. R.
Hutchinson now lives. T well recollect
the old gentieman myseif. Hewasa very
exemplary and pious man, and between
1780 and 1790 was one of a very small
class or society in Milford. About the
time Methodism i)egan to be frequentiy
preacheci; my gran(i i:a’tiier, Richard Ely,
who died in 1791, in his life time in-
vited the Methodists ministers to preach
in his house, and in warm weather tiiey
sometimes preac]leci in his barn ; he lived
where Richard A. Ely, son of my uncle
Aaron Ely, now]ives, in Millstone town-
siiip. I have heard my father i"requently

HiGHTSTOWN-EAST WiNDSOR HISTORICAL SOCETY NEws

say that he remem]:ereci, timugli then
young, when these meetings were held
at his father's. By {sic) wliy cligress into
the history of Methodism? Because the
history of the old Hutchinson i:amily is
identified with the eariy l'iistory of
Methodism in this part of the country.
William Hutchinson, another son of this
Ann, lived where Daniel P Hutchinson
now iives, and had four sons, all of whom
turned out to he Methodist preac]-iers,
viz: Ezekiel Hutchinson, Robert
Hu’cchinson, Sylvester Hutchinson and
Aaron Hutchinson, all of whom have
passed the earth. Fzekiel Hutchinson
removed, many years before his death,
to Ohio. My mother, who (iepartexi this
life in 1819, was one of the Little band
of (iespised Methodists (ior Methodists
were persecuted and clespisecl in their
ini:ancy) who formed the church at
Miliorcl, and iiaving been iarouglit up to
attend that church #ll I arrived almost
to maniioocl, and conversing much with
the Hutchinson famiiy, I became of ne-
cessity acquaintecl with many facts in
relation to that fami.ly, and to the Meth-
odist Church at Mﬂiorci; which facts are
many of them given l)y ]u(ige Pearce in
the Recorcl, afew weeks i)aciz, and are in
accordance with what 1 remember hav-
ing heard from old people. There are
many respectable families descended
from this Ann Hutchinson in the
United States - Among those of her
descendants now Iiving on the old
Hutchinson tract are William R.
Hutcilinson, Daniel P Hutchinson, and

the present Treasurer of New Jersey, R M.
Smith, Esq.

I would say, in conclusion, that not
witllstanciing I have (iepartecl in my reli-
gious views in some respects from an-
cient Metilodism, the eariy instructive
lessons which [ received from my Meth-
odist relatives and ftiencls, “He saves me
from a thousand snares.” I still i'irm.iy
believe the goo:i old doctrine of free
grace, the freedom of the human Wiii,

and the universality of the atonement,

To which I will acl(i; “Surely goodness

and mercy have followed me all my ciays,"
and that “The arms of love that com-
pass me, Will all mankind emhrace.”

JJE Uoseph J. Ely]

In the Vi]iage Record on the follow-
ing week of the 27th Nov 1857, a re-

Gravestone of William Hutchinson,
husband of Ann.

sponse to the above article was made ljy
a member of the Hutchinson iamiiy:

“Mt. editor - Having noticed an ar-
ticle in your paper of the 20th inst., rela-
tive to the iiistory of William and Ann
Hutci'iinson, their burial place, and de-
scendants, and tliinlzing it may be inter-
esting to some of your readers who may
have lost the iznowleclge of their ances-
tors, | ask your indulgence while I speaie
of some matters connected with these
’chings.

William Hutchinson and one of his
brothers came from Engiami to this
county eariy in the 18th century. The
maiden name of his wife Ann, was
Simpson. Their i:amily of ei’iiiclren, thir-
teen in numi}er, as is recorded on Ann
Hutchinson’s tomi)stone, consisted of
five i)oys and eigiit girls. From these
branches have sprung numerous fami-
lies, iaearing the name of Tindall in the
neigliborllooci of Hamilton Square;
English and Laird in Englislitown; Eiy,
Wilson, Moore, Taylor, and otilers, of
this vicinity; Kannan [Kinnan], Bennett
and o‘c}lers, of New Brunswick. The

Continued on page 4
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marriages into families of these names
took place about one century ago. With
later generations come in the names of
Cubberly, Dey, Moore, Taylor, James,
Hartman, and many others down to the
present time, and now beside hundreds
of Hutchinsons in this vicinity, these
descendants may be found in almost ev-
ery resident name among us. Altlroug}r
the date of the woman’s birth reaches
back a periocl of about one hundred and
sixty years, and her descendants are num-
bered in the tllousan(ls, yet if she were
1iving to-clay in your Lorouglr, she might
receive claily visits from a grancl-claugh-
ter who is now in the middle age of ]ife,
while in other branches of the {amily she
might look upon children with a string
of greats too long for any but a clear-
headed person to mention.

In the old Lurying groun& alluded
to, this host may look upon the final
resting place of their time-honored an-
cestors- their first parents of this west-

ern world. But it would be a sad sight
to many, for the ploug]'r has alrea(ly bro-
ken the sod over many graves of this
ancient burial place, and unless steps be
SPeedi.Iy talzen, there will soon be left no
mark to designate the sacred spot where
these first breakers of the soil rest.

- Pt

Rutchinson Family Burial Plot.

I would ask if some plan may not be
devised })y which the remaining graves
shall be religiously protected, so that fu-

ture gdenerations may read this head-

stone. We presume the present owner
of the land would sell the lot to the de-
scendants for a triﬂjng amount - That
such graves should be thoughtlessly
tramplecl upon seems to us a })urning
slrame; and from the personal lanowledge
we have of many of the descendants, we
believe that a sufficient amount of
money could be raised to do it in a per-
manent manner. D.PH. [Daniel P
Hutcl'xinson] "

Over the years, | have walked
t]arough the fields to the site and tended
to this ancient cemetery each Novem-
berin an attempt to leeep it open. | have
had many a descendants from states
around the country knock on my door
to be taken to this little “piece” that
still exists and gives them that connec-
tion to their oldest known ancestor from

the 1600s.

The Lord’s Meeting Day

One event in the Hightstown Baptist Church's history is not frequently told. On a certain Sunday in the year,
the church called that particnlar Sun&ay, the “Lord’s Meel:'ulg Day, " and later, this clay was always held in June.
In March 191 1, the event was recalled for us 1)y an “Old Timer" of Hightstown.

“... The people came from every quarter to witness the ]aaptism of candidates in the race way below the grist and saw
mill of R.M. Jol::. The program for this part of the day's doings was always f‘uﬂy carried out. The procession moved early
in the morning’s hours and it was always a long one headed lny a choir of singers. When it arrived on the bank fronﬁng
the mill site, the clergyman went slowly into the water with staff in hand using it to ascertain the &ept}l of the water.
When a fitting place had been selected, here he placed his staff. The crowd on the edge of the water, as well as many of
those who had secured standing room on the ]:\riclge and on the lake dam joine& in singing an appropriate hymn. The
weather was rarely allowed to interfere with the ]Japtism. I remember counting thirty—six candidates in one day when the
weather was cold and it was snowing fast. The tl'xrongs of people who always gatlrered at these l)a_ptisma] services were
always immense and can never be forgotten ]Jy those who had the privﬂege of at’cencling them.

After returning to the church, the regu]ar services were conducted but the old brick church could not accommodate
the throngs which gatlrered at the old edifice. At that period all the hotels were wide open on Sunday as they had been
in former days. And it was natural for the roug}ls and touglrs to gat]'ler at the hotels to have a good time of it. Buta
better day was approaching when a law was passeal for])iclcling the sale of intoxicating liquor on the Sabbath clay.

The goocl old times! What do you know about them? 1f you lived in that period you may be allowed to spea]z, but if
you did not spencl a part of your rlays in the supposecl better time, you had better lzeep quiet...”
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Who Was Charles S. Walters and
the Jr. 0.U.A.M. Lodge of Hightstown?

In 1987, when I was working on
a project to record all of the in-
scriptions from the existing gravestones
in the Cedar Hill Cemetery in
Hightstown, I came upon a gravestone
with this out-o{-the—orclinary inscription
in the Old Section of the cemetery -
“Charles L.. Walters -1860-1894. Vir-
tue, Liberty, and Patriotism, presented
by the Jr. O.U.AM. of NJ. A flag in
every schoolhouse , a bible , and free text
books within.”

I immediately wondered who was
Charles L. Walters, what was the orga-
nization and what did the slogan mean?
1 had never heard of him or the organi-
zation and hadn't been told about his
exploits. [t wasn't until recently that [
had all three questions answered! And,
because of the recent events in our coun-
try, as well as around the world, 1
tllought that you migl'it also like to
know the answers.

On October 18%, 1910, there was
a great gathering of People in
Hig]‘ltstown to honor this man. Exer-
cises appropriate to the unveiling of the
monument erected to the memory of
the late Hon. Charles L. Walters, by the
State Council of New Jersey, Jr. Order
of United American Mechanics [Jr.
OUAM], and the subordinate Coun-
cils of Monmouth county, were held in
Cedar Hill Cemetery. It was a Tuesday
afternoon and the event began at 1:30
o'clock.

Just previous to the time set for the
exercises to ]Degin, members of
Hightstown Council, No. 70, citizens
and visiting cleiegaﬁons met at the rooms
of the local lodge and preceded lay the
Peddie Band, marched to the Public
School, where they were joined by the
school children and proceeded to the

HicHTsToOwN-EAsT Winpsor HistoricaL Socery News
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cemetery in a l)ocly. The program })egan
with a chorus of school children sign-
ing, “My County ‘Tis of Thee,” after
which Rev. George H. Ashworth, of the
Universalist Church ; offered an invoca-
tion. Rev. 1.S. Yerles, of the Methodist
C}iurch, who had cl'large of the exercises
in behalf of Hightstown Council, in his
introductory remarks, said in part;

“We honor ourselves in attempting
to honor the memory of the one who
sleeps beneath yon granite, and which is
now to be unveiled. His voice is si]ent,
the charm of his personality is removed
from our councils, but what he has done
gives interest to his name and makes
immortal his memory. Patriotism has
many ways of expressing itself. It turns
the individual citizen into a iiving wall
of protection when our institutions are
threatened Ly internal strife or external
attack. It turns against chicanery and
fraud in iugii piaces, and changes po]_iti-
cal situations through the franchise of
the ballot. But the noblest, and among
the most constant efforts in the main-
tenance of patriotism, is the teacliing
opportunity of the pul)iic school. Free
institutions like those which we enjoy
in the United States, can be maintained
only i)y the hi gliest, intellectual, moral
and religious sanctions. There are four
great institutions which aid us in this
respect— the Sabijat}i, the home, the
Church, and the school.”

At the dose of his remar]es, Mr.
Yerks then introduced Mr. John W.
Eyles, ex-Mayor of Sea Bright, who gave
some personal reminiscences of the de-
ceased and spolee of his ster].ing qualities
as a private citizen.

Past State Counselor P Hall Packer

was then introduced and made the prin-
cipal aclclress, which we pu]:lish in {‘ull,

and which was as follows:

“Ladies, Gentlemen, and Brothers-
F‘i&y years ago there was born in this
city [High’cstown] aman who tru]y loved
his country, and loved his country's flag
as well, and always delighted to see its
folds unfurled to the free air, teaching
with silent eloquence a lesson of patrio-
tism that language cannot express. It is
with that spirit and desire which l:trings
us here today to place over the grave of a
distinguished American a monument to
his memory, which may stand here
througii all the ages to come, and will
]:)e a reminder that beneath it lies the
body of aloyal patriotic American who
said, “The American ﬂag shall wave over
every school house in this State and a
Bible and free test-book within.” And
t}lrough his work and ioyalty to our or-
ganization, tociay we see ﬂoai:ing over
every school house in this State the
“Stars and Stripes.”

Now to the strangers present who
are not acquaintecl with our organiza-
tion, and for what purpose we stand, I
will say: Men associate themselves to-
getlfier in formal organizations because
they have sometl‘iing in common. A
common Fatherland whose honor they
desire to maintain, and whose memo-
ries they would leeep green, common
experiences of childhood or coﬂege days H
of camp life, prison pen or battlefield;
common princip[es which tiley desire to
advocate or comnion objects which they
seek to obtain. Hence, we have the nu-
merous fraternal, beneficial, poiitica],
mi]itary and religious societies that form
such an influential and important fac-
tor in the world's life of today, In fact,
this is an era of organizations, all the
world over, in all departments of life, the
maxim which forms one of the mottoes

Continued on page 3]

Mar - ke 2002



PAGE 6

Charles S. Walters

Continued from page 5

of our nation, “In union there is
strength,” is fast becoming a practical
principle. It was in this kind of a union
that made Hon. C.L. Walters,
Asseblyman for Monmouth County.... To
that end it will seem natural that the
olaj ects of this order should contain their
fifth object. Fifth, to maintain the pub-
lic school system of the United States of
America; to prevent sectarian interference
tl'lerewi’ch, and upholcl the reacling of the
Holy Bible therein. So much for the

order and its o]ajects and principles.

We have met here this afternoon to
unveil a monument to the memory of
the late Hon. Charles L. Walters, a man
born in this city April 20%, 1860, over
50 years ago. He was born with sterling
power, and llonesty and loyalty to his
country and to his God. His I}oyhood
was spent in Hightstown and Trenton.
He moved to Seabright, where he became
active and grew up with the plaoe as a great
contractor and builder, He was elected
mayor of our city in 1892 and 1893.
From that in 1895, through the work of
the Junior Order of United American
Mechanics, in Monmouth county, he was
induced to became a candidate for the
Assembly. The order in the Assem]:fy
district recognized no Democrats or Re-
pu])]icans, but in that fig]ﬁ: it was the man
and not the party. Men of both parties
regardless of their past political affiliations
rallied to his support, and he swept into
office with a 904 majority from a district
that had given a ]arge majority for the
opposition the previous year. And the
citizens in his district never regrei:tecl his
election, as he went to the Assem]a]y and
made the most excellent record, and it
was there he became the cha.mpion of this
organization, and through his push and
carnest work, a bill known as the “Flag
Bill,” which reads in part, “that an Ameri-
can ﬂag shall wave over every school house
in this State every school day.” He also
placecl on the statute books a law which
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compels the State to furnish free text
books to all its pupils. He also secured
the passage of many other laws that have
been of great benefit to the State. And
to his memory, we, as an organization,
are here toclay to erect over his grave this
monument which we unveil to the pu])-
lic view, and with a hope that it will stand
here through all the ages that are to

come.

Mt. Packer then withdrew the flag
which had hidden the monument from
view. Itis of handsome design and bears
upon the face this inscription, “Virtue,
Liberty and Patriotism. Presented by the
Jr. O.U.AM. of New Jersey. A Flag on
Every Schooll'iouse; a Bible and Free Text
Books Within.” The benediction was
then pronounced by the Rev. Mr. Yerks.

Mayor John R. Shangle, H.W.
Norton, Samuel Fryer, |. Frank Donnell
and Rev. 1.S. Yerks were the committee
in claarge of the local arrangemerits.

If anyone would like to see this grave-
gtone, it is in what I call the Fast Sec-
tion, Row 13, and plot 22. If you go to
the center drive of the old section, the
stones to the righ’c of the drive are what ]
call the East Section. The rows of stones
from Mercer Street to the back are num-
bered as 1, 2, 3, ete. And, the plots are
counted from the center road toward the
Geﬁ:y Station. Again, counting 1,2, 3
etc. And, while you are standing there
lay his gravestone, imagine and feel the
presence of the large crowd that was there
on that day!

Honoring The Dead

he obelisk described below was

erected in the Milford Church Cem-
etery, in Etra, by the Will of Caroline Sarah
Hutchinson, who lived in the “Octagon House,”
on South Main Street, and died there in 1892,
The following article appeared in the dated
Highistown Gazette - 6 Dec 1894,

Samuel Fryer has completed the erection
of the Hutchinson monument at the Etra Cem-
etery. Itis the largest and most costly mauso-
leum ever placed in this section, and from this
fact as well as on account of the prominence of
the family to whom it is dedicated is worthy of
notice. The monument is composed entirely
of granite and weighs 26 tons, the weight of the
die alone being 10 tons. The heightis about 18
feet, and the total cost is $2,000.

On the front is the following:

Sacred to the memory of a household dead.
Caroline 8. Hutchinson
Died Oct 26., 1892

Aged 32 years.

The sides contain the following names
and dates:

William R. Hutchinson
Died May 2, 1875
Aged 81 years

Caroline Hutchinson
DiedMay 11,1875
Aged 58 years

William R. Hutchinson
DiedMay 11,1881
Aged 22 years

Rev. Robert Hutchinson
Died Aug 23, 1852

Aged 89 years

Sarah Hutchinson
Died Aug 26, 1839
Aged 76 years

Paulina Hutchinson
Died Sept 5, 1856
Aged 57 years
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Time Capsule Found in 1861

he foHowing letter was from
]oseph J. E]y on 3 QOectober
1861:

“The present year, 1861, the house
in the townsl-xip of MiHstone, county of
Monmoutln, in which I was born and lived
till T was thirty-two years of age, was re-
moved from its founclations, }Jy my
brother Elijal-l Ely, the present owner of
the premises. From tradition I have
learned the house just removed was built
cluring the Revolutionary War, and from
documents now existing, aided ]3y tradi-
tion, I find it was in 1781. My father
(now deceased) purchased the tract of land
on which said house stood togetller with
the tract I now own and on which I live
in 1810, so the property has been in the
family over half a century. In the Revo-
lutionary War the old Luilding was acci-
rlently burnt clown, and rebuilt on the
same founcla’cion, where it safely stood
free from harm and accident for 80 years.
[Tl-le present year E]ijal) erected a Iarger
house in part and nea.rly all over the old
founcla’cion, the new lmilding extending
a little further easterly. The old buﬂding
was burned down and rebuilt in the Revo-
lutionary War; the builcling then erected

was removecl, and the new one placed on
the same site in the great Rebellion of
1861. A singular circumstance.]

In the foundation wall of the old
lmilcling just taken down, was inclosed in
the mason work a box containing a pair
of HCIS80TSE, and some other notions, to-
gether with the joumal of D. Jones, a
minister or missionary among the Indi-
ans. From Introduction to this work I
give the first sentence as follows: “Kind
reader, you have in this journa.f presentecl
to your views my travels in two visits to
the Indians on the rivers Ohio and Siota;
in which a &escription is given of this
Western worlcl, as far as the towns of the
Shawannee Inclians, which are situated
west of the river Siota; togetlwr with what
endeavors were made to civilize the Hea-
thens, and my juclgernent on that sub-
ject.” Farther on in his introduction, he
says: ‘But my circumstances preventecl
any attempts till the Leginning of the
summer Anno Domini 1772; when in
company of Mr. John Holmes, who trav-
eled for his health, [ ];)egan my first tour,
and returned from my second on the last
of April, 1773'.... In this box were also
found a copy of Dillworth'’s Spelling

Book, and also a copy of the New En-
g]and Primer, on the title page of which
is written the name ‘Mary Vauglln’.

I shall make ne more extracts from
those books so found after a cleposit of
four score years; and will close by remark-
ing that doubtless pious hands depositecl
the books , and that at the time tlxey were
so clepositecl, books were exceedingly
scarce, and difficult to procure. In our
land of Bibles and Testaments, of books
and perioclicals, would it not be well for
us to imitate the conduct of our granclfa-
thers and granclmot]lers in malzing these
c]eposits, that prosperity may disinter
them, and value them because placefl there
]Jy hands ]ong ere then mouldered to their
mother dust? In this way, as it should in
many good ways, it may be said of us, as
of Abel: ‘He Leing clead, yet spealaetl-l’
[Signed - ].]J. Ely, September 28, 1861 A

Have a safe summer!

Jointoday,
hecome amember!
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Some African-American Deaths
conftinued from the January-February 2002 issue

Higlztstown Gazette - 13 Eghruary 1879 - On Saturclay, a colored man,
named Louis Valentine was l}uﬁ'egl_. He once was a member of the force that
Albert Si(Iney Johnson led against the Mormons.

Highistown Gazette - 27 March 1879 - George Harris, a colored man
Jr.ormerly well known here, is reportecl to have died in State Prison in New

England. D

Hightstown Gazette - 2 October 1879 - William J. Smith, an aged colored
man, Iiving near Cran]:)ury, died on Sun&ay last. He was well known as a stage
driver in the past within the community.

Hightstown Gazette - 8 April 1880 - Emmanuel Briggs, and aged and well
to do colored man, living in Lawrence ’cownship, committed suicide on Mon-
day ]Jy shoo’ting himself twice in the head.

Hfgktstown Gazette - 30 Septeml)er 1880 - The Iaody of Joseph Riclley
anue, coloretl, was found on Saturday abou’c three miles from Princeton, on
the Rocley Hill riclge. He was last seen on Tuesc].ay and the l)ody was greatiy
clecomposed and partiauy eaten. His brother Samuel Onque took possession
of the }.)ody. , D

Medical Hall

Continued from page 1

From my Iznowleclge of the town,
the Medical Hall was first established by
Samuel Holcombe, whose fa.mily comes
from New Brunswick. He was born in
1833 and was also a post master of
Hightstown, followed in that position
])y his wife, Eﬂa, after his death in Feb-
ruary 1868. After his death, the Medi-
cal Hall was re-opened l)y William B.
Duryee & Co. in March 1870. In 1877,
David Hart Cunningham ])ougl'xt the
pharmacy business of Harvey
Giuj_ngham Rue, who was located in the
]:uil(ling “that was called the Medical
Hall.” In March 1884, Cunningham
then bought the old Washington Hotel,
which sat across the street from the
Medical Hall, on the corner of Stock-
ton and Main Streets.

Therefore, from the al)ove, it would
appear that the bottle dates from 1877
to 1884,
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