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Longstreet Hall - Peddie School

n January 20, 2002, the

Hightstown-East Windsor
Historical Society, held it's Annual Din-
ner meeting, at Longstreet Hall, located
on the Peddie Campus, and during the
meeting was honored I)y the presence of
the first President of the United States,
George Was}lington.

Due to several requests for informa-
tion concerning Longstreet Hall, the
Society is presenting the fouowing ar-
ticle in reference to Longstreet Hall writ-
ten, lay Peddie professor and Society
member Dr. David Martin, in 1985.
Since the writing of the article, the
l:uilcling has been renovated and is now
}Jeing used for special functions.

]

CALENDAR OF
EVENTS

MARCH
4 BRusiness Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Sara
Hitchinem West Blxatioal Oster
19 Rmhing & Canirg lass, 7:00 pm., Sara
Hutchinson West Rlraticnal Center .
Maders Irvited.  Those wishing to jain
&1l Sdp Cx at 448-0037

APRIL
4 Business Meeting, 7:30 p.m., Sara
Hichinem West Bluatianl Oater
18 Sorts, Athlebes & Tears of Yeshmer -
A Parel Disossion, 7:30 pm., Sara
Hutchinsm West. Rlxatioal Center
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"Longstreet Hall stands today as the
school's second oldest l)uilding and our
oldest academic structure. It was first
erected in 1890 to serve as the school's
1il)rary and science &epartment. In the
ensuing years it has served a variety of
other functions including roles as a
guest house, student center, dormi’cory
and art studio....

During the first quarter century of
the school's existence, the entire achool
-- classrooms, dormi’cory, chapel, gym-
nasium and dining hall -- was housed
in Wilson Hall. Nowhere was provision
made for a lihrary. That at first made
little cli{'ference, since the school then
had no formal Ii]arary. All that were

available on campus were a few hundred
volumes owned by the Academia and
Kalomathia Societies.

This situation Changecl slowly as dis-
tinguished patrons of the school donated
books and money to rlevelop a lilarary col-
lection. Among these donors were:
Thomas B. Peddie of Newariz, after
whom the school was named in 1R72;
William Buclzneﬂ, the namesake for
Bucknell University; Mrs. Eleanor
Longstreet; Jona’chan Longstreet, the
eventual donor of Longstreet Hall; and
Dr. Henry F. Smith, who gave of 1500
volumes from his personal hl)rary. Thus
by the late 1880s the school had a col-

lection of some 3000 books, but no place
Continued on page 2

The Many Homes of the Hightstown Gazetfe

by Richard Hutchinson

As of 1909, the Hig}lts’town Gazette had had numerous “homes.” When
the paper fixst appearecl on the street in 1849, it was known as the Vi/]age
Record. It ]:)egan pul)lishing consistently under the banner of the Hights’cown
Gazette in 1861. In 1849, it started out in a little building that sat on the site
that was later occupied l)y the town hall on Stockton Street and is now the parlz-
ing lot of Allen & Stults. In its next move, the paper moved on up the north side
of Stockton street, a few doors above the then R. D. Norton residence. The Paper’s
next move was to the second floor of A. J. Ashton Luil(ling next to the then
business location of Cunningham & Perrine. The paper’s fourth move was to the
second floor of the Measuroll bui]cling then owned I)y Dey & Son. The next move
was to the brick ljuilcling on Main strect near the mill stream of Roclzy Brook.
Again, the paper moved and this time it went to the wooden structure Ly the
railroad, near the ﬁeight station, that was later owned I)y William Smock and then
in 1909 converted into a place of worship by the Hightstown Baptist Church for
the town's African-American community of the Baptist faith.

In 1908, there was a change of ownership in the paper and the new owner,

Lorenzo Tillyer, of Princess Anne, Maryland, but a former newspaper man in New
Continued on page 3
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Longstreet Hall

Continued fmm page 1
to leeep them other than various parlor

cabinets in Wilson Hall.

The school's intense need for a li-
larary facili’cy was felt most strongly Ly
Jonatllan Longstreet. In June of 1888
he and his sister Mary Longstreet offered
to give $10,000 to the
school towards the con-
struction of a new li-
brary Buﬂ&ing. Head-
master Greene quic]aly
accepted the offer, and
work on the lil:)rary was
soon begun. By the
time the Builc]ing was
complete&, the
Longstreet family was
to donate over $16,000
to the project, covering almost the en-
tire cost of its construction and furnish-
ings. The Longstreets were natives of
Holmdel, New Jersey, and had been in-
terested in the school since its found-
ing. ]ona’chan Longstreet was an 1850
grac].ua’ce of Princeton University. He
had a successful career as a lawyer, and
was elected to the school's Board of
Trustees in 1865. His sister Mary was a
life long invalid, but she followed her
brother's devotion to the school....

Longstreet Li})rary was dedicated in
claborate ceremonies held on June 17,
1890. Tt thcn servecl as the school's li-
Lrary for 67 years until, li’ceraﬂy burst-
ing at the scams with Loolas, the new
Annen])crg Memorial Library was com-
p]ete& in 1957. The ljuilcling was then
renovated for use as a student center....
The furnishings of "Longstreet Hall,"
the building's new title, were provided
partly by the Peddie Mothers Associa-

tion...."
The Longstreet Family

Hendrick Longstreet was born in
1785 and died Fe]aruary 26, 1860, and
was the son of Aaron Longstreet. On
Qctober 11, 1805, Hendrick married
Mary, a daughter of Joseph and Nelly
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Holmes. They had several children of
which two of them were Mary Ann and
Jonathan Longstreet, who have been
mentioned above.

Jonathan Longstreet was born May
22, 1828 on the homestead now known
as "Longstreet Farm" in the Holmdel
Park. He }Jegan his edu-
cation near his home,
continued his studies at
Johnstown, N.Y., and
soon after, entered
Princeton College, from
which he graduated in
1850. He studied Law
and was admitted to the
bar in 1854. He prac-
ticed Law until his
brother died in 1857, at
which time he took over the manage-
ment of the estate in Holmdel.

Mary Ann Longstreet owned
"Longstreet Farm" in the 1890’s when
she was in her seventies. The farm was
managed at that time by Hendrick's
great-grandson, Jonathan 1. Holmes,
who was in his twenties....

Jonathan 1. Holmes inherited the
farm in 1911 from his aunt, Mary Ann
Longstreet. The farm remained in the
family until it was purchasecl Ly
Monmouth County in 1967 from
Jonathan's &aughter and heir, Mary
Longstreet Holmes Duncan. Structural
c}langes made during the 20% century

were eliminated when restoring the

{armjnouse to the 1890s period....

The Longstreet family played an
important part in the early Eistory of
Monmouth County. Luclzily, their heri-
tage is being preservecl for future gen-
erations to see.

Bil)liograplly

Martin, Dr. Davicl, The Saga af
Longstreet Hall, May 1985

Fislze, Jean, The Monmouth Connect:'on,
January 1997
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Gazette Homes
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Jersey, purchasefl the paper’s own Lui.lcling. He laougl')t a building that occupied
209, 211 and 213 Mercer street. This building was a large two story building that
had been initially built for a shoe factory. It was later owmed ]ay the Hightstown
Rug Company as part of their operations which sold it to Mr. Tiuyer. The new
owner had the }Juﬂding fitted up as the most commodious and modern “country
printery” in the State. The Luilding was painted white with green trimmings and
with maroon sash and the paper moved into the l)uilcling in May of 1908.
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Sociefy Happenings

ulie Ely needs some help on ev

ery Tues&ay evening at the Ely
Hovse. Also, Kate Middleton has indi-
cated that she will be moving from the
area which will be a great loss to both
the Society and the community. There-
{ore, we have a large task ahead of us in
order to fill Kate's position, if that is
possil)]e. We do not need just "a l)ody,"
we need someone who has the experi-
ence and expertise within the Society's
coﬂections, who would be Willing to
catalog the material coming in, to he]p
those seelzing information from the col-
lections, and to answer the many re-
quests received ]:)y the Society ]:Jy mail
and phone. If we can't find the appro-
priate person, then the collections will
have to be shut down. Members who
are interested should contact Kate

Middleton or Craig Cox.

Within the next month or two, the
two upstairs bedrooms will be painted.
We hope to decorate one of the rooms
with children in mind. If anyone has an
appropriate rug or period children's fur-
nishing for the room, we would lzin(ﬂy

Continusd on page 4

Jointoday,

I
llﬂl:llmﬂ a meml]er' Di‘ndividual

Name:

Individual Membership

Annual Membership Application (January - December)

I:I Family

I:l Student

$20.00
Address:

Family Membership

$25.00 State:

City:

Home Phone Number:

Zip:

Booster/Patron
Membership
$40.00

ini : Membership C it
Sustaining Membership mbership Lommittee

$50.00

164 North Main Street
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i Hightstown, NJ 08520
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Please mail the completed application, along with a check made payable to the
Hightstown-East Windsor Historical Society to:

Hightstown-East Windsor Historical Society

|
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Hightstown Post Office

“The Hightstown Post office was located at the intersection of South Main
and Mercer streets in the ear]y 1900s. You will notice the doorway draped in black
l)unting. This could be for the deaths of any number of persons on both the
national or local levels.

This card was postmarked 1923 but the actual year of the photo is not pres-
ently known.

Happenings

take the donation. The Society's House
Tour has been set for October 6‘}‘, from
1-5 pm. We still need homes appropri-
ate for the tour. Those interested in hav-
ing your home on the tour can contact

Shirley Olsen at 448-8388.

IMPORTANT NOTICE

Membership Renewal notices

went out late this year. Please
renew ASAP in order to receive
the May-June newsletter.

British Bullet

15 Marcll 1894 - “Co oral Bodine
brings to us a brass bullet from which a
smaﬁ section was cut by a circular saw in
Hutchinson's mill yard. The bullet was

athered from the centre of an app]e tree
Fog, ]Jy Sleip Tabler. The log came from
Spotswood, and was known to be over
100 years old. The old soldier’s idea is
that it was shot from a British musket in
the revolutionary times, t]-ley only using
brass bullets in those time.”
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